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1 [as General] Views 5 ap with 4 wit 


Eſſay" on the N atare of Truth and 
Falſhood, © Page 152. 
More particularly conſider d, as apply'd to ths _— 
Controverſies of the Age; in order to this, "2 
three Poſitions are laid down, viz. Firſt, As 
it ſtrikes at the Eſſence and Ce ertainty of the 1 
Chriſtian. Religion in general, Secondly, * 
As it has more immediately outrag d ſome o g 
the Prime and Fundamental Articles of b. 
Faith. And, Thirdly, as.it.fs deſtructi ve of 1 
the Peace of. the Church, and renders Unity © 1 
Among Chriſtians impratticable. Mp: 4s 
The Certainty of the Rule of Faith, as con. 
tain d in the Holy Scriptures. » p. 
"The Senſe of our Church, and Nee e her "OY 
. Biſhops, in this Poiut. d. 6, S8. 
Mr. Steel's and ſome orhers Oppoſition , 3 
conſider d. P. 1.2, 11 = 
Same Remar ls on 1b kind Expreſſions _ 9 
wards Atheiſts, Defy, Infidels, and Maho- 

: er. * 1 p- It 15, 16. 
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gt Pled of 1 the little Difference between #3 I 
- and Proteſtant Diſfenters, conſider d. p. 17. 


I  Piffenrr s much aroiaed among enſue, 


: delle 5 three Claſſes „ Parallel drawnbe- II 
K tween rhy en 4 Cle of e .D | 


111 Thy Difference lewth Aber ond 
4 the Th Dif Eogland, pro 


"Their Difference... 
Fir The Role. Secondly, The cbief Okt 
Bf ber Faith. p. 18 to 21. 


*. Difference 88 the Anabapt iſts % ; 
the Church of England confoler d d, inthe | 
Subjects of e Infants. + E 

1 Importance of this Controverſy. 5. 22. 


\The many Differences between the C berch of 
England and Presbyterians, p-. * 


0 Point more Immediately ink hed on, * e. 
their being no Part of the Catholic Charch. 
1 wo Reaſons given for this. pi. 24. 
' Firſt, Becauſe they have not among them any. 
| fach Thing as « Prieſthosd or Miniſtry. 
e Becauſe they have voluntarily (by. 
anja S 9 cut * off 
d. 
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"The Sone. 


71. fr E of theſe Reaſons pro 
2 Mp, inthe Senſe of the Church of England, 


fs | 5s thought neceſſary to make rey of. Mis © 


J. L ior. did. 


— \ That. « lawful Call, or Miſſion. | Ls — 0 


„ , deew'd ſo by her. 
Fresbyterians and Independants ve vt 7 


| 
Ci «Cal. ibid. 
| If their Office be invalid, their Adminiſtrari- 
ons, are the ſame. p. 26. 


be Nos entity of. tbe; Presbyterian Church 
«| therefore, upon a double Account. Firth, As 

went ing 4 Miniſtry. And, Secondly, A. 
wanting the Word and Saur 6BESS both con- 


* * 


Pitative Parts of 4 Church. p. 27 
Presbyterians haus no ſuch ching 404 Mini- 

i Ern by their own Printiples. pr. 28. 

\ | The Senſe of St. Ignatius ee the Chri- 

ſtian Prieſthood. p. 29. 
His Character. AS =P . 30, 31. 


Tbe ſecond een their Separation.” ibid. 


The Plea of Toll ation conf eras nM e. 
The Caſe of the Epiſcopel Church of Scotland. 


p. 
Separation from the Church of England, 2 


pa ration fromthe Catholic Charch. ibid. 
Fay Cech. 5 on 1 fe Catholic 
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Presbyte rfans Separation from i thence con- 
= RN. -claded. 37. 
f © The Plea of „ holding the Unity of. ah, 
#nſufficient. ibid. to 40. 
This the Plea of - all the Ancient 8 chifh 4 
I - ol 
44 The Plea of 1 and Charity another Falla- 
4 — * e CY. P. 41 91 
= 'Schiſm no inconfiderable Crime, i bid. 
Tie Caſe of Deſertion in an Arm. 
80 at Odium caſt on the Sin of e 1 
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e holy Scriptures. © 
The Primitive Doctors of the C bare $ Rap 
- of this Guilt. G | p. 47. 


Se. Clement s Epiſtle againit it. ib. 48,49,50. 
Sr. Ignatius ſevere Coudemnation of it. ibid. 

Diony ſius of Alexandria agarnſt it. p. x51, | 1 
Se. Cyprian, St. Auſtin, and all the Fathers, 


"4 the ſame. p. 52. | + 
= Mr. Richard Baxter”s vehement Declamat ion 
| * apainſt it. "© 3- | 
Di enters in general have ot publicly declar 4 
what their Faitb is. p. 54,5 5. 
= * Their Difference in this from the Church of 
= England. | P. 57 · 
Sasa Reflect ions o on the whole. © p. 58, 59. 


Mr. John Hoadly*s Definition of Modan 
confſider d; bed the ſecond Propoſition laid 
= down as the * inefs of the next Part. p. 60, 
= to on End. f 
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HA there is no end of Contro- 
Ml verſy, has been, and will be the 
Complaint of all that engage in it; 
but to infer that Truth and Falf- 
hood are therefore undiſtinguiſh- 
* able, and the humane Intellect 
wholly loſt to all Perception of them, would be 
to make the Concluſion more fatal than its 
Premiſe. Our bleſſed Lord indeed has prophe- 
tically told us, it mu## needs be that Offences will 
come; but the ſubſequent Wo he denounces a- 
gainſt thoſe by whom they do come, ſhows they 
flow not from the Defects of the Judgment, but 


wretched Perverſneſs of the Wi, 
is ſo burthen'd with both. Let us 
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AY 


As this 4 1 a et ctwoen » 
PLEL and Fllliood, ou” we be honeft and | 
ingennous in the Ule of thoſe Powers 75 us 

to judge gt their Difference; deen, (at 

leaf In Seen ty and momentous Parts of it) 
would then ſoon haye an End, in Hh g 

Maxim before us; and One Lotd, One Farh, = 


Tee de the happy Langage of Chriſtians. 


I WOULD « not here be thoughe to repteſent 
Us gteat and important Truths of Chriſtianity; 
+ as light and ſuperficial Speculations, level to the 
Apprehenfions of every mean andilticerate Man. 
No! undoubtedly our holy Steed has its Subli. 
mities, ſuch as will ſuffictencly engage the or 
eft Search of the moſt rais'd and ſa agacious 
cities. But chat which I would de to 
_ bftabliſh in this Undertaking is, That che bumane | C 
 Invele in general, is not wanring of an equal Ca. 
party to judge certainly of the Fro or Faiſhood of 

ropoſitions that are laid before, it; and were the Iſ 
fame Application of Mind undergone, che ſame lo 

Arts of Addreſs and Language 'us'd to incul- 
3 care the honeſt Truths of Religion on the Minds 
. of Men, as there are to gloſs and fer off Error, 
=. the Heterodoxies of our Faitk would appear even 

to the moſt common and now undiſcerning 
Eye, as deform'd and 22 as As e 
of ol _— N . | 
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Wl Þ ONLY from'our Pride come var Contentions. Sons 


Vay muſt be found to make our ſelves Conſi- 
erable ; and ſo fatal is the Deſire we have of 
eing eſteem d ſo, that we bear down the natutal 


n and cool Reſolves of our Judgments, and rather 
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an ſquare our Notions by the common and eaſy 
tandard of Truth, chooſe to raiſe the Trophies 
our Reputation on the Spolls of our Creed. 


TO trace the ſeveral Evils that naturally fall 


nder this melancholy Debate, (in an Age of 
theiſm-and Infidelicy) would ſy 
beyond the Bulk of their preſent Deſign. But 
Hat I may not ſeem to ſcufffe with che airy 
Phantoms of a fond Imagination, or perplex the 
Reader with only confus'd Generals, I hope it 
ill not be thought improper to conſider the 
preſence Controverſy (as it has of late been ma- 
nag d) under the three following diſtin Views; 


Firft; As it ſtrikes at the very Eſſence and 


well theſe Papers 


Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion in general. 


Secondly, As it has more immediately outrag'd 
ſome of the Prime and Fundamental Articles of 
our Faith, 5 p46 | 


And, Ly, As it is deſtructive to the Peace 
of the Church, and renders Unity among Chri- 
ſtians in general impracticable. Ne 


Fir ff, As it ſtrikes at the very Eſſence and Cera : 
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ty of the Chriſtian Religion in general. 
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| tT is 4:melancholly Conſidaration to find that 


power which was given us by Almighty God to 


Cor. 2. 4. 


judge of the Difference betwen Fruth and Fal- 


ſhood, given up ina Complement, auc all the 
Certainty of our Faith, 'refolv'd/ into the wild 
agant Concluſions, af every bold 


and: extray 
Blaſphemer, andiignorant EBnthuſiaſt: And that 


whenever they are pleas d to call what is purely 


, the Birth of their Pride, their Prejudice, or their 
Weakneſs, the Reſolves of their Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience; that therefore they ſhalk be thought: 
Unanſwerable. Very. certain 1 am, that from. 
the. Beginning it was nat ſe; In the firſt andi beſt; 

Ages of Chriſtianity; the unerring Spirit of God 
inſiſts on ſuch a Thing as Demonſtrations. the 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible Demenſtratien of | the Spinit: : 
That our holy Faith was not ſounde dan cumming» 


, „ deviſed Fables, bur. 4 SURE WORD: OF FRO 


19. 


2 Num. 3 15. 


Times, are pleas d (out of their abundant Rea- 


fon and Temper) ta give us a differe no Account 


of this Matter, he tells us, If bi, Goſpel was bid, 


it wart bid e them that: were loft, the God of this 
lu baping blinded their: Minds. Ile does not re- 
ſolve all into Diffidence and Uncertaint. 


© He does not tell them that Almighty God will 


never Condemn us for not being Orthodox, 
nor aſſert that the Erroneous are as much per- 
ſwaded of the Truth of hat they profeſs as 
Men can be. f He does not tell them that 
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* Letter from 4 Layman in Communion, 
of Schiſm. 
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P HECY, ſuch. as would male us wiſe unto. Salvation © 
WW; Gr... And tho' ſome of the kind Gentlemen of theſe 
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h c. P. 9, 13. 8 | 
th 1977 SteePs Letter, p. 1I, 13. with atber Pampblets eint | 
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we have a Natural and Original Right to the 
Means of Ignorance (for that which only con- | 
firms People in Obſtinacy and Error, .cannot, _ * 
I amdare, be juſtly call'd the Means of Know- ; 
$ ledpe) nor think it any enn 
a Thing as the infallible Judge of Truth and 
Error, even upon Earth; however it may ap- 
ar in a late Lay Gentleman's Proteſtant 
ment, having engag'd himſelf, (tho not 
Locall/ and Viſibly, as ſome have idly ima- 
gin d) to be ſuch an one, (at leaſt directively) 
even to tbe guiding us into all Trath. In fine, he? 
does not Complement the Outragers of his ſa- 
4 |. cred and eternal Truths, with the honeſty of 
their Intentions, impartiality of their Enqui- 
1 * ries, G. but with an Evidence and Energy, 
„that always has, and will bear down the little 
4 Arts and Cavils of the moſt cunning Infidel ; 4 
. * openly, and with. Majeſty, aſſerts the Fulneſs 
and Perfection, the Clearneſs and Perſpicui- 
ty, the Authority and Force of thoſe great 
* and everlaſting Manifeſtations made to us 
throughout the Goſpel ; and concludes, if all 
* theſe' had not their proper and genuine Influ- 
* ence upon our Faith and Practice, it was not 
* that we were void of ſufficient Capacity of 
© Perception, but becauſe we are blinded by our 
* Luſts and Paſſions. ' So that ſecing 17e will not 
ſee, and hearing we will not bear nor underſtand We 
are obſtinately bent againſt all Conviction, and 
loſt to all Senſe of the cleareſt Derhonitracion, 
which can in Nature be offer d. We 
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j Tho'a great deal more of this kind might be 
produc'd to evince the r of our Faith, 
T „ 
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(as biilt on the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles ſe 
Chrift bimſelf being the Chief and Corner Stone). i al 
fix d and infallibly ſure, and throughout th 01 
whole ſacred Volume tenaciouſly inculcated af © 
ſuch ; yet, what has been already offer'd, being 
abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy any honeſt and 
ingenuous Mind, we will not needleſly burden 
. theſe Papers with redundant Quotations, but 
proceed to examine what Senſe our Church, and 
ſome of the moſt conſiderable Divines of the 
Proteſtant Name (under which they whom we 
are at preſent engag'd againſt, ſeem ſo mighty. A. 
fond to bs rank'd) have deliver'd in this Matter 
and whether the Certainty of the Proteſtant 
Faith is reſolv'd by them into that wild Rove o 
Imagination and Perverſneſs, which has of late 
been ſo warmly contended for. | 


. HOLY Scripture (ſays our Church) con- 
* taineth all Things neceſſary to Salvation: ; 
So that whatſoever is not read therein, nor- 
% may be prov'd thereby, is not to be requir d 
* of any Man, that it ſhould be believ'd as an 
7 Article of the Faith, or be thought requiſite 
or neceſſary to Salvation. In the Name of 
% the holy Seripture we do underſtand thofe 
*. Canonical Books of the old and new Teſta- 
ff ment, of whoſe Authority was never any 
Doubt in the Church t. 


THE Rule of our Faith (ſaith Biſnop Tal- 

ee lotſon) is the Scriptures, which are abundantly 

. ſufficient, if Men are not wanting to them- 
pe eee 8 © ſelves, 
RE. c e 
1 4reh-Biſbop Tillotſon's Rule F Faith, g. Sch, Part iſt. 
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fler® ſelves, to convey the Chriſtian Doctrine to 
i all ſucceſſive Ages. The Reſolution f 
the our Faith Cfaith Biſhop Srillingfleer) is; that we 
aß öught to believe nothing as an Article of 
einge Faith, bit what God has revealed, and that 
and the compleat Revelation of God's Will is re- 
denF-rain'd in the Bible. f Our Rule in theſe Ca- 
but ſes (faith the late Arch-Biſhop of Tork) is, to 
andF* the Law, and to the Teſtimonies, to the 
the! Publick, and undoubted Oracles of God, in 

we“ the Old and New Teſtament. ” + The learned 


has given us ſo fully the Senſe of all found Pro- 
teſtants in this Point, that I can t but tranſcribe 
him. © That the Written Word of God (faith 
*© he) is the only Rule of Faich, is acknowledg'd 
* by all, who ſincerely own the Proteſtant 
* Cauſe ; and adds further, thae it infallibly 
n- guides, and determines us per modum objetts, 
n: © what we are to believe. This is one great 
or © Argument uſed by our Proteſtant Writers to 
d“ ſhut out Popiſh Traditions from being a part 
nj © of the Rule of Faith; becauſe the Scripture 
tel © is a perfect, and ſufficientRule of it ſelf, and 
}f # © miuſt be ſo, or elſe it can be no Rule at all. 
e As he goes on with a great deal more of this 
t-& kind. And indeed a very little Theory would be 
equal to fill a Folio with Aythoricits of this ſort, 
were a Man fond of Collecting: The Senſe of 
our Proteſtant Divines ſo frequently occurring 
in this Point, that it can't be unknown to even 
7 the commaneſt Reader ; and had not the Man 
5 ; 775 
„ ® Piſbop Stillingfleet's J1dolatry of the Church of Rome. p. 115, 


$ 10. F Bop Sharp's Sermon on à ſtanding Revelation, $ Serip- + 
- Fares Genuine Juterpreter. Part the [econd, Cu. 10. p. 223, & 232. 
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Aut bor of be Scriptures genuine Interpreter aſſerted, . 
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vonture to affirm (without any Comment) to 


0 | | ( 8 J | 4 | | 
uf ſome of our Modern, and overgrown Pre- 
teſtants, merely extorted what has been always 
vffer'd, I ſhould have thought ic trifling, and 
ampercinent, to have mention d any thing af it 
'0n this Occaſion. But ſince thus much was 
needful, I muſt begg to add one Authority more, 
which always has ſo exceedingly indear'd it ſelf . 
To me, that I am really fond of all Opportuni- . 
ties of mentioning him with Reverence; tis the 
late Pious and Learned Biſhop Beveridge, who 
thus expreſſes himſelf ; ©* The firſt thing that by 
the Grace of God, I am refolv'd to do, in refe- 
© rence to my everlaſting Eſtate, is, to ſee 
Faith, that it be both rightly placed, and 
and firmly fix d, that I may not be as a Wave 
© Tofſed to and fro with e very Mind of Doctrine, by they 
| © cunning Craftineſs of thoſe who he in wait to De- 
© ceive; but that I may be thoroughly ſettled in 
© my Faith, and Judgment, concerning thoſe 
_ © things, the Knowledge of, and Aﬀent unto 
* which, are abſolutely neceſſary to my futute 
* Happineſs. Let therefore what Times ſoever 
come upon me, let what Temptations ſoever 
F be thrown before me, I am reſolv'd, by che 
_ * Grace of God, ſtedfaſtly to believe as fol- 
+ lowerh: * = ie? oh 


THE sum of theſe paſſages, I think I may 


be this, that the Dernier Reſort of the Proteſtant 
Faith, (as laid before us by our Church) and 
[theſe Excellent and Learned Men, is this; that 

the holy Scripture is an abundant, ſufficient, 
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ompleat, undoubted Sees infallible, clearg 
athparic, Hr, and ſettled. Rule, which oughe, 
mirely,.co Decexmine all Debates and Concro- 
recfies i Religion; and tho' any Man, flayan 
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Angel from Heaven would attempt to oppalz. . 
At, they, are neither to be hearken d to. nor in 
e leaſt attended: Let them pretend either to 
Fohſcience, Reaſon, New Light, or what they. 
will - To the Lam therefore, and to the Teſtimany,. 
For: if ue pal or write contrary, both the Chriſti -: 


in and Proteſtant Faith (for God forbid the 
zould Claſh), peremptorily pronounce we be 
6 Light in m; no, not the Light of common 


Reaſon, and Natural Honeſty. 

THE caſe. ſtanding thus, why. is the cer- 
ainty of our Faith of, late ſo earneſtly conten- 
ded ? all reſolv'd into Doubt and Perglexity, 
and matters ſo repreſented as if we were ſure of 
nothing? Is it not the higheſt Ingratitude to 
God, after he has ſo fully, ſo clearly, and ſo in- 
fallibly reyeabd his Will to us, ſtill to confound 
our ſelves and others with Ifs and And's? And 
in Contempt of all his Care, ſo. fully to direct, 
and guide us into all Truth, ſtill to make the 
Determinations of a Perverſæ Will, or the idle 
Rambles of a ſickly Imagination, void all that 
he has done for us and ſo make his Saared Word 
of no effect? Will the Sanctions of humane 
Laws bear being thus trifled with, and the Senſe 
of them ſo ſubjected to every idle Diſpute, 
where Intereſt and Folly alone can pretend to 
Debate? Let us then read the Statutes of Hea- 
ven as we do thoſe of Earth, and they will cer⸗- 
tainly be found equally. plain, and dee 
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: Had God Almighty indeed: ſer us no Rule to or. 
regulate the Wilds of a vagrant Imagination, vo 
ſomething* might kindly be ſaid in Fayour of But 


the Extravagances of this Nature; but when 
What he has done, is ſo entirely the Reverſe, She 
How can we, how dare we argue at this rate ? "ade 
Let God be true, tbo all the World be Lyars. We Fo 
muſt not flatter Men in their Ertors; to call The 
them the Reſolves of their Conſcience, their vi 
Reaſon, their Judgment. and the like'is all Cant Bec 
and Illuſion. The very Men that uſe this Plea, pf 
- know it to be falſe, and that they are only other 
Words for Pride and Ill-Nature. If a bare pe 
dlixit ſhall determine the Merit of a Cauſe, the 
vileſt Wretch would ſtill be Innocent. The 
World never heard of ſuch a thing as a profeſt 

Heretick. But it is a known Rule, grant one 
Abſurdity, and a thouſand will follow. Let ie 
be once admitted, that whatever a mad Enthu- 
ſiaſt ſhall call his Light and Conſcience, and an | 
Impudent Infidel his Reaſon and freedom of ſce 
* Thought, is really ſuch, and that che firſt don't C 

Cant, and the Jaſt tell an audacious Lye, then by 
indeed farewell Chriſtianity; farewell the per- 
fe& and unerring Law of God which our brave 
Fore- fathers took ſo much care to convey down 
to us, in the Streams of their honeſt Blood. 
Light 1s Davkneſs, and Parkneſs is Light, and the 
Apoſtle knew not what he ſaid when he aſſer- 
ted Life and Immortality to be brought to ligbt by the 
Joop „ | 


IAM willing to hope, the Moderation of the 
Age is not yet come to this heighth: And have 
_ #har Charity for ſome of choſe, for whom 155 
* FE his 
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e e ee e 
to ſort of Logick is made uſe of, as to believe, the 
n, F/ould not be very fond of ſuch Concluſions : 


of Put ic is in vain to Diſſemble, there are too ma- 
n Shy that would ; and therefore it highly concerns 
©, hem, who have argu'd at this wild rats; to con- 
© der ſeriouſly what may be the Conſequence. 
e To preſent to your view the bold Blaſphemies 
Il he Writings of ſome vile Wretches are fill'd 


ir ich, (which uſed only to vent their Venom in 
© Pecret, in the Retirements, and Skulking-holes 
„ Of Damnation) would be ſuch a Scene of , Hor- 
ft For, as I am very loath to. lay open; and I hope 
ſe hoſe who have over-haſtily engag'd in this Ar- 
© gument, will ſo coolly weigh the matter, as to 
e Fender it needleſs : But this I muſt inſiſt on, thiat 
t four common Faith, and Salvation ought not to be 
given up to the Paſſions and Prejudices of any 
e Pects, any Parties whatſoever, tho (as repreſeht- - 
1 

f 

1 

L 


d by ſome) their Number ſhould amount to 
Millions. It is impoſſible for us readily to con- 
eive the Injury done, by ſuch a Practice, to the 
Chriſtian Religion in general : I don'c ſay, chac 
dy it we Crucify the Son of God afreſh, but I ani 
ery ſure we put bim to an open Shame, He, I 
onfeſs, muſt know very little of the Chriſtian, 
Religion, that is not convinc'd, it is much eaſier 
Laugh at, than either Practice, or Under- 
ſtand it: But the exceeding Miſchief, che leaſt 
doubt of its certainty, in the Profeſſors has al; + 
ways dons it, will, I hope,be ſeriouſly Bo 
before too late. Arbeiſm, and Infidelity, are of an. 
impudent encroaching Natufe, and tho' in the 
Iritention we may defign them no Favour, by 
receding from the juſt certainty of our Holy + 
Faich ; and the Complement may be entire 
wes | GC *' 14 | 


0 " l 
I a 1 
1 0 
1 1 
D 
* "I 


= n | 
et Yom af SEG 2 * 
intended elſewhere; yet none ſhall be before 
them in the Application. I am not inſenſible, that 
Chriſtian Charity, and good Nature will, and 
ought ftrongly to encline us, to have the kind- 
eſt, and moſt favourable Thoughts, of all who 
are ſo unhappy as to be in Error: But when f 
things are brought to this ſad Dilemma, that 
we muſt either pronounce ſome People wilfully 
Blind, or the Chriſtian Faith precarious, and | 
doubtful, furely we need not be told which muſt P 
have the Preference. Charity, tis true, ſuffers | 
long,. and s kind; but fare it is neither Kindneſs, 
nor Charity, to flatter Men into Perdition. f 
Be that conwerteth one fromthe Error uf his Ways, ſhall © 
ſave a Soul from Dtath,” and cover a multitude o 
Sins, how ſadly the reverſe will be their Por- 
tion, who ſooth and indulge People in them 


I A M not unaware, that it will be readily 
ſuggeſted, that I run this Controverſy further 
than it was eve. defign'd by them who have en- 
gag'd in it; and draw Conſequences foreign 

and wide from the intent of what they have 
laid down; their End being not to give any 
Umbrage to the Pretenſions of Atbeiſts, Deiſts, 
Free-Thwkers,8c. but only to perſuade us to en- 
| tertain ſome kind Thouglits of our bereft D;ſſent- 
ing Proteſtant Brethren, who, tho they differ from 
us, yet it is in Matters of ſò little Moment, that 
they are not worth a Quarrel; with abundance 
more af the ſame Strain. „„ 
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IN anſwer to which, tho I might very reaſo- 


nmably inſiſt, that encouragement for Atbeiſm and 
"4 Inpehty, may be juſtly charged on them, for lay- 


ing 


| * (13). 
> | ng. down fuch Principles, as by fair, and ne- 
Feſſa 
avour, who openly and impudently abet them, as 
ell as to our boveff- Proteſtant Diſſenters, to whom 
ho they would ſcem wholly to confine them: Vet 
pecauſe we will give all the ſcope, that can with 
Iny appearance of Reaſon be deſit d, we will paſs 
This for the preſent by, and proceed to enquire 
whether ſome kind things have not been ex- 
Preſs d by them, of Atheifs, Deifts, Turks, and u- 
Farli, as they ſtand dignify'd and diſtinguiſh'd 
under theſe ſeveral Denominations: And if 
ſomething of this kind can be prov'd,I hope our 
{preſent Managers will be left wholly. without 
____ | 


IN a Letter then from a Lay. Gentleman, in 
Communion with the Church of England, (tho 
Diſſenting from her in ſome Points) to a Right 
Reverend Lord Biſhop ; we have theſe words 
* © It is no wonder we find Chriſtianity gain 
© no Ground in the World, when moſt Chriſti- 
F ſtians ſeem oblig d ro build their Religion on 
humane Authority, and do ic accordingly ; 
which muſt appear to a conſidering Fnfidcl, to be 
robbing the Almighty of his Prerogative, 
and Mankind of the greateſt Right they haye 
a claim to. Bigots Would do welþto conſider 
what tempted Julian to Apoſtatize to Heathe- 
* niſm ; and what is that Stone of Stumbling, and 
* Rock 0 Offence, on Which all the Dover, and 
* conDering Atheiſts and Deids of our Day ſplit, 
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ry Conſequence, may be apply'd in their 
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THE drift of this Paſſage before rs, has been; 
and will be, the Buſineſs of this Undertaking to 
conſider: But that which at preſent I muſt ob- 
' ſerve, is the ſtrange and unheard of manner off 
q Expreſſion, A ſober and conſidering Infidel! 
| Atheiſt! Deiſt! &c. Good God! Did ever 

ſuch Words before drop from the Pen of a Chri- 
ſtian ? I cannot, I dare not think, much leſs] 
. fay, the Author is one of theſe himſelf ; but IF 
am very ſure, if he really were, he could not 
uſe kinder Words towards them.  * | 


OUR Bleſſed Lord has told us, Out of the 4. E 
bundance of the Heart the Mouth (peaketh. If this le 
| be the Caſe with him, he muſt pardon me ift 
| I tell him, his Atheiſt, his Deiſt, his Infidel, fi 
1 even in our Days, is ſo far from being a ſober $ 

and conſidering Man, that he is a Fool, the moſt I 
x egregious deſpicable Sot in humane Nature, ſunk | 
4 


below the common perception of a Rational 
Creature, and a diſgrace to the meaneſt of his 
Species. In ſhore, (as the excellent * Biſhop Stil- 
lingfleet has long before obſerv'd) It is well for 
Fus, in the Age we live in, that we have the 
Judgment of former Ages to appeal to, and of 

: bole Perſons in them, whoſe Reputation for 

£ Wiſdom is yet unqueſtionable. For otherwiſe 

* we might be born down by that ſpightful Ene- 
my to all Virtue and Goodneſs, the Impudence 
© of ſuch, who it · is hard to ſay, whether they 

- © ſhew it more in committing Sin, or indefend- 
© ing it. Men! whole Manners are a4 
Wee” | | 9 _ * that 
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that ſcarce any thing can be imagin'd worſe; 
unleſs it be the Wit they uſe to excuſe them 5 
Such who take the meaſure of a Man's Per- 
fections downwards, and the nearer they ap- 
ptoach to the Beaſts, the more they think 
3 themſelves to act like Men. If this worthy 
Prelate thought fit to expreſs himſelf with this 
Wuick,. as well as beautiful Severity, when he 
leſs Fiew'd the Atheif, Deift, and Infidel of his Time, 
t in only his own Native Fool: Coat, ſporting him- 
aotWelf with Damnation, and valuing himſelf on 
his being weak enough to make a. Jeſt of the 
I moſt ſerious, and important thing in the World: 
How would his inimitable Eloquence have en- 
larg'd it ſelf, had he ſeen him dreſsd by one of 
theſe Gentlemen like an Angel of Light, 2dvanc'd 
from the Seat of the Scorner, to the Chair of the 
Saints; and preſented to a Biſhop, a Proteſtanc 
Biſhop ! as one af the ſober and conſidering 
Party ! O Righteous God ! are we thus aban- 
don'd, thus ripe for Deſtruction! Wilt thou not 
Viſit for theſe things ? Will not thy Soul be aveng'd on 
ſuch a People as this - | 


THUS far in Complement to our Home-bred 
Monſters. Another * is not willing to be fo 
Geographical in his Charity, left you ſhould 

think him byaſs'd by that narrow Principle, 
Which aſſerts, There is no Name under Heaven, 
> hereby e ſhall be ſaved, but that of Feſus Chrift, 
'& For his Part, he is reſoly'd to convince the 
World at once, his Kindneſs is not entirely con- 
find to Exgliſh Infidels, and therefore tells us: 
13 A, | plainly, 
Vid. Mr, Steel's Letter to a Member of Parliament, p. 13. Second 
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Aabunmet ans in: It don't lie ſure in the many ſe- 


016% 


| ainly, That the Mabometant are as fully pe 
[ona of the Truth of what they profeſs, a : 


= 


Men can be: But ſure, notwithſtanding thin 
Gentleman is ſo very peremptory in this Point; ! 
he will not pretend to ſay, That inwincible Ignoc 
rance, the Prejudice of Education, much leſs the 
Moti ves of lutereſt or Fear, are ſufficient to form; 

ſuch a Perſuaſion? To be Rally perſwaded of any 
Opinion, (after the beſt Information has bee 
given us) implies Care, Diligence, and Impar 
tiality in our Search; and does he think all this 
has been done by the Mabometans ? Will he dare} 
to ſay ſo ?. If he does, Iam ſure tis more than 
can juſtly be done for moſt Chriftians. I am 
willing to pay the utmoſt Deference to this 
Gentleman's Character and Parts ; but he muſt 
q me, if I chuſe rather to acquieſce with 
iſhop F Beveridge : * Neither can believe (ſays 
© he) that ever any Mabometan, or Indian, that 
did without Prejudice, ſet himſelf to read it thro? 
(ſpeaking of the Bible) and to examine every 
Particular, by the Tg of unbyaſs d Reaſon, 
© could ever ſay it was hatch'd in a human Brain; 
but that it is indeed of a heavenly Stamp, and 
+ Divine Authority. I can't, for my Part, ima- 
gine what he can place this full Perſuaſion of 


vere Laws they have againſt any Enquiries into 
the Truth of their Alcor&n? How Military ſoe- 
ver his Diſpoſition may be, he will not ſure con- 
.tend the Edge. of the Sword is one of the moſt 
convincing Methods of Perſwaſion; this indeed 
is an Argument, their vile Original order'd 
| | | {trenuouſly 
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* Thoughts on Re ligion. p. 24+ 


5 
* enuouſly to be urg d; and if the have receded 
** Im tbe Severity of it, it ſhews t CY Are not ſo 
? th fly perſwaded gf the Truth of what they pro- 
Ant, as he 'has-repreſented them. A great deal 
{nog dre might be laid to ſhew the Abſurdity, as. 
thaſßell as Impiety ef this bold Aflertion; but my 
Amief Deſign in producing it, being to let the 
Work ſee to what extravagant Lengths ſome 
tentlemen have ſpun this Controverly ; I ſhall 


een! 


pr Pontent my ſelf with what has been already 
mus curforily offer d, and proceed next to con- 
areſder, whether the Faith of Diſſenters is really of 
an ſhat Nature, which is ſo much and ſo often in- 
175 fiſted on by theſe Gentlemen. | 

uſt} AND here, notwithſtanding the Agreement 


between us and the hone## Proteſtant Diſſenters, fo 
much talk'd of, were the many Differences (and 
thoſe too in Points of the higheſt Conſequence 
d Eco Chriſtianity in general) between us, laid with 
the utmoſt brevity before the Reader, it might 
„fairly be the Work of an Age to collect them, I 
am very far from ſpeaking it with pleaſure, but 
it is in vain to diſſemble in this Caſe, there is no 
Hereſy ſo deſtructive to the Faith once deliwer d to the 
Saints, as not to be abetted and avow'd by one 
Sect or other, that go under the common Name 
of Proteſtant Diſſent ers. A very little Enquiry will 
evince they are as far from the Unity of the Faith, 
as that of the Church ; and that Hereſy and Schiſm, 
tho' in their Nature diſtinct, join Hand in Hand 
againſt our excellent Eſtablifh'd Church of Eng- 
land. It would, I believe, exceed the Power of 
our four and twenty Engliſh Letters, to find 
Names for the many little skulking Sects and 
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Parties, that are crept in among us, as they ſtand 


_ diftinguiſh'd from each other. There are (as IM; 


have been inform'd) full ſixteen ſeveral and di 
ftin& Opinions among thoſe generally call'd 4 


_ © mabaptifts: Some call themſelves Generals, i. e. be- 
lieve Chriſt dy'd for the whole World; others 


N 
. 


Particulars, and theſe confine the Efficacy of his 


Death only to their own Congregation. Some 


think it their Duty to ſing Pſalms, others not. 
Some are Socinians, ſome Millenarians, ſome ſe- 
vent h Day Men, ſome they know not what them- 
ſelves. That we may, if poflible, therefore range 
this wild Chaos of Principles into ſome Order, 
and gather the confuſs d Atoms of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenſion into ſome regular Form, we'll endeavour 


to take a View of this odd Mixture of Contra- 


dictions in three diſtinct Claſſes, as they ſtand 
diſtinguiſh'd under the well-known Denomina- 
tions of Quakers, Anabaptiſts, and Presbyterians. 
And firſt let us conſider the Harmony between 
us and the People call'd Quakers. 


NOW not to inſiſt, that the moſt conſiderable 
Writers for them have told us, there is no ſuch 
Place as Heaven or Hell; no ſuch Thing as a 
Tudgment, but within; and that if we look for 
our Saviour to come to Fudge the Horld, we may 


look while our Eyes drop'out ; no Reſurrection of 
the Body; that they are Equal with God, ſearch 


the Heart, with abundance more of ſuch horrid 
Blaſphemy ; I lay, not to inſiſt on any of theſe, 
(tho ſhould they think themſelves injur'd in the 


Mention of them, we are ready to give full 


Proof of each Particular): we will endeavour to 
draw a Parallel between the Quaker and the 
Na | Church 
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i 6hly Rite of Falch which the Chürch 
ff England is ear by, has been before de- 
nr the holy Scriptures, which 6 aſſerts full, 

K, and fufficienc. In O ofition to which, 
2 Fox (and in chis all tis Rrechren con 
ec Tells us, © The Light, char Hgheeth every 
Man that confeth ined the World, is ſoffictenr 
co Salvatiog, without any other MEI NS 
DISCO VERY- Andleft *Hisffiould be houſe 
noe-patticularty enough exclbfive of the Ho 
1 another Place he tells Mr.Cbriſtop _ 

© That the Scriptures are not the Word >» 

of 8500 as he had blaſphemouſly affirmed: * 
and'thacwe might not be at a loſs cd know what 
in his Opinion really is the Word gf God; he tells 
us“ Ipeakiag of his own n ©To yoi all 
"his is the Word of God.“ & Another from 
Whole Learning and natural Genius we Highs 
reafonably have expected better Things) eaten 
the Power of this their wondrous Lieht y et fur- 
ther, and voids not only the Creed; but ns Deca- 
15 too, telling us, That whit was 4 Comt- 

andment to any Servants of God of ol 

Time, are not hr ha to us, unleſs 


We required 
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1 i _ as ſame Spirit: (by, which be 
means * ight within) anew. 
. NOR i is the cnc Object of our Faith, the Tord 
A Jer Chriſt, God bleſſed for ever, better treated 
| theſe People, than the Rule he hath ſet us. 
The Reality i his Incarnation, the Truth of his 
Epiphany, Oi Merits of his Death, and Paſſion, 
. the Juſtification of his Reſutrection, the ve 
Certainty of his being, as now; ſirting. at th Ri 255 
Hand of God ; and the Hypoſtatic Union of 55 
Dirine and Humane Nature, are all flatly de- 
.ny'd by them, in Terms of that doutrageoug 
and ſhocking Blaſphemy, chat'I can't but tẽpeat 
them with Horror: And did not the Re Wor 
Satisfaction, neceſſarily require the producing 
the; particulars, Wm, Che GOP 0 heated 
ws Task. 
| THE Devil was in 1 15 G Fox ON 
1 © thou fay'ſt thou art ſav'd by Chriſt without 
© thee, and ſo;haſt.recorded.thy ſelf a Repro- 
* bate. The Apoſtle (ſays Mr, Bee t) preach'd 
© Chriſt the Word nigh in the Heart, and inthe 
* Mouth, and the ingrafted Word which is able 
t © ro fave he Soul; ; 1o he did not preach a viſible 
* £© Chriſt with Fleſh, and Bones, as you do. 
_ + Paul preach d God that made the World, that 
was far from every one of us, the inviſib 
God; but ask preach a Viſible Man, wi 
. Fleſh, and Bones, at a great Diſtance from all 
c People, above, where the Sun, Moon, ind 
* Stars are. Faith — Mr. ent) in the Hi- 
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7 deadly Poiſon" theſe latter Ages have been in- 
* fected with, to the Deſtruction of Godly Li- 
©ving. This Light in thee” (ſays Mr. Criſp '* ); 


© wherewith thoy art enlightened is the Life of Jeſut, J, n 1. 4. 


"which he hath'given a Ranfom for Man, that 
das not Natural, as ſome have fooliſhly ima- 


: ; gin'd for if it were Natural, it could not be a 
Ra 


J nſom for Man out of Sin. This we deny 
*(fays the foremention'd Mr. Pers t ) Juſtifica- 
tion by the Righteouſneſs, which Chriſt has 
* fulfilled in his own Perſon for us, wholly with- 
© our us, and boldly affirm in the Name of the 


© Lord, it to be the Doctrine of Devils, and an 


Arm of the Sea of Corruption which does now 
© deluge the whiole World, The Blood of Chriſt 
*(fays Mr. Kerle, A is no more than the Blood of 
another Saint. Your imagin'd God beyond . 
© the Stars, and your Carnal Chriſt, is utterly 
* deny'd. So the Sword of the Lord drawn “, 
delivers its ſelf. To ſay Chriſt is God and 
Man in one Perſon, is a Lye, as the ſame 
Author goes on, 3 8 


IAM very ſenſible the deteſtable Hereſy and 5 


Blaſphemy, contain d in theſe Paſſages, would, 
Naturally lead the good natut'd Reader go think 
I haye dealt ſomething injuriouſſy by them: 
Had not J put it in his Power, by conſulting 
the Margin, to give himſelf the Satisfaction of 
ſeeing the Books and Pages where they are to 
be found. And that I may not de charg'd with 
blending the Guilty with the Innocent: I fur- 

oo 1171 . , D 2 ; | ther- 


the 8 > — — 
* Ca/leFion 2 160. 183 Apology, p. 148. $ Letter 6 
R. Porter, * Sword of the Lard drawn. p. J. 


- IS 
= \\ 
N 


| (22) 
= 


|; ſome ob them the 
285 1 1 er 


of them 
geſend th 5 
e aſphemer 
We have in one 

* culcatesthe Tr 


1 = ve ou, 
BET 
15 n 


1 Medeifts and 12270 
in 7 4 bo eg of TEE 2 55 ay ag 


Rule, a 05 8 Ws I 55 wu 
wit enn : oth ting eir 


Light 
within, abe dernier Rule of al and 13 
holy Scriptures. And ſo much may ſuffice to 
ſhow the Difference r the 26% 16 EY | 
fan Diſſenters call d Quakers and 
Sieh pt E. 


| PROCEED we next to 6k ſec nd "uh bs 
our Proteſtant Diſſenters, as.rang'd in the order 
we haye plac d them; And they are generally. 
KK uo by by the Ne e of Anabapiiſts, A Pcople 
e e Kerr, anf 0 8 
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and branded byꝰ an Article of our Church, in 
5 455 a5 e 
rt hints of 


Toper 

$0 Nie, of theſe People rie ary 
es what 650 at preſen 

Ives to, the LAY the N y Laue 

I Jooue th bje#t of Bapriſmn, which they 

s. is an Opinion common : them all). 

Ge! E Adult * exclufiye of Cbildren. 


15 5 E conſe of our Church is fully exvrefs'din 
3 Axticle of Baptiſm thus, u. The Bap- 
of . is in N wiſe to be retained 
Church, N moſt agreeable to the Jy. 
The importance of this 

il not be thought Light and Superficial, by 
that ay FONG er the wretched Degeneracy of. 
Nature, as declar'd in the Ninth Article, 

pl the a 5th Regeneration, Adoption, 
Go previouſſ * laid n, as tlie Privileges our a 
aptiſm, as it were hy an Inſtrument, COnveys. 
to qs. Nor, will it ſyrely be dee 2 Mat- 
ter of little Moment, whether, ur rang 
mays a Federal Right to Salvation ſecur d them, 


95 the explicite Terms of the Goſpel if not, 
dhe, 


Difference between us, and this ſet of Pro- 
telfant Difſenters alſo, muſt conſequently be 
reſolv'd into a Point of the higheſt, and moſt. 


; W Nature. 3 and we 5 be "Rill at the 


greateſt, loſs 15 cqnceive: whar ſome People 


ran, by by ink ſo. much on the inconſidera- 
f che Ho gce. dein us and their 
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"WEIL LT: chere is now but one Sett of Pro- 

3 teſtant Difſenters' more, the Nature of Whoſe 

423 Principles we are engag'd to enquire after 3 e 

1 and if we are diſappointed here alſo of the in - 

1 conſiderableneſs of our Differences, ſo much 

| talk d of, we know not where elſe to ſeek 

them. And theſe are generally known by the 

Name of Prezbyterians. © we tit 


* A PEOPLE, ſaid by their preſent Advocates, 
to differ from us ſcarce in any thing of Mo- 
ment: And which is more. wonderful, they 
themſelves make ir one Plea for their Separati- 

on, that they differ from us in meer (Trifles ; - 
An Argument that ſounds ſo very ſtrange from 
them, that did we not continnally find them 
fond of uſing it, a Man would be tempted to 
think 'twas only Banter. Tis as if a Criminal at 
the Bar ſhould Plead, the Deceaſed gave him no 
Provocation, as the Reaſon, of his 1 of 
him. But whatever may be pretended of this 
kind, it is all Illuſion. Their Orthodoxy will 
do em no more hurt, than the reſt of their Pro- 
teſtant Brethren. Were the many Blaſphemics 
to be collected, that occur in their darling Point 
of Election; the perverſe Diſputes they have 
rais'd againſt the Doctrine of Regeneration; 
their obſtinate Contempt of all Forms of Pray- 
er, even to the excluding of that made, and 
commanded to be uſed by dur Bleſſed Lord 
Buimſelf; their Rebellious Teners, wich reſpect 
to the Civil Magiſtrate; thèir Trfeverence and 
Prophaneneſs, in all their publick Acts of Re- 
ligion, particularly their impudent Poſture of 
9 Rey | | * of 4 ſitting ; 


0 „1 23 | 
Sitting at the, Communion., Were ill theſe, . * 
_ and a great deal more, put in à proper View, it 

Were as ealy to reconcile Light and Darkneſs, 
s them and the Church of Eg ds. 5 


BUT waving theſe, we ſhall only point out 
one thing more, that makes, as we conceive, 
an important Difference between us, and thleſe 
People; and that is, we muſt deny their being 
any part of the Catholick Church of Cbriſ; and 


. Fe, BECAUSE they have not among them 
any ſuch thing as a Prieſthood, or a Miniſtry. 
- © Secondy, BECAUSE they have voluntarily | 
(by an unjuft Separation) cut themſelves off 
from the Catholick Church. And firſt, becaufe 
they have no Prieſthood, &“ “ + .. 


FOR the better clearing of this, we are to 
conſider, what in the Senſe of our Church, s 
thought neceſſary to the making 4 Prieſt, or 

Miniſter. This as determin'd in one of her 
Articles, is a LAWFUL CALL, or Miffion, 
and thoſe, (as the Words of the Article are) 
We ought to judge Lawfully call'd and ſent, 
which be choſen and called tg this Work, by 
© Men who have publick Authority given unto 
© them in the Congregation, to call and fend 
. © Miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard. The 
Perſons to whom this Power only belongs, are 
(in the Book of Conſecxation) declar'd to be 
the Biſhops; which is further ratifyd by oe 
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om of my Soul, it Ty true one. 

en of Temper may uſe whas Arts the 8 
lind this Matrer, and excite the Paſſſons of 

eee and ee e d Men about it; but the 
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they will, it is impoſſible for that Which is al- 
low'd to be Invalid in the Agent, to be Valid in 
the Subject. Nemo dat, quod non habet, is a Max- 
im that hath not only the Authority of Schools, 
but the Reaſon, and eternal Nature of Things 
on its fide. And were it otherwiſe, not only 
the Order of the Prieſthood, but all Order and * 
Government would neceſſarily diſſolve into 1 
narchy and Confuſion. Will any Man be ſo 
abſurd to ſay, my aſſuming the Title of a Juſtice 
of Peace, would make me. ſo, with reſpe& to 
thoſe I ſhould pretend to command? Would not 
every Body laugh at the Folly, as well as Im- 
pudence of ſuch a Pretence 2? If then the Prieſt - 
hood, or Miniſtry of Chriſt be (as the Author 
to the Hebrews expreſſes it) An bonour no Man ta- Heb. 5. 4. 
keth to himſelf, but be that is called of God, as was PV 
Aaron: And that, (as St. Paul tells his Epbeſian;) Eph. 4. 10. 
in ben our Lord aſcended up on high, be gave Gifts unt 
Men, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prapbets, ſome Evangeliſt, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the Body of -Chriſt, till we all come to the unity of 
| the Faith, and of the Knowledre of the Son of Gad. 
Certainly we may venture further to interro- 
gate with the Apoſtle, How can they Preach ex- 
cept they be (ent? And if not Preachy neither 
can they adminiſter the Sacraments z and con- 
ſequently whatever they preſume to do of chat 
kind, is Null and Void. | 


IE Caſe being thus, the Now-entity of theſe 
unhappy Peoples Church, appears upon a doy; 
ble Account: Firſt, As wanting au Min:fry,which 


the Apoſtle makes one of the Conſtitutive Ne 
| 0 


Oo 


| EY (4). 
of a Church, they being appotnted for the edify- 

' ing the Body of Chrift. And, Secondly, As wanting 
the due Preaching of the pure Word, and rigb: Admi- 


.  miſtration of the Sacraments, which our Church in 


her Article, makes the Effential Parts of a 
Church. So that the Difference between us 
an this People, as already conſider'd, is a 
Prieſthood, and no Prieſthood; a Church and 
mo Coach.  . = 


"THE obſtinate Contempt theſe People, have 
always ſhewn (with reſpect to the Merit of the 
Cauſe) of all the Scripture, Reaſon, and Anti- 
quity, that like a Torrent runs againſt them, 
is too well known by them, who appear their 
preſent Defenders, to be in the leaſt diſſembled; 
and indeed, ſo flagrant are the Evidences of this 
kind againſt them, that nothing, one would 
think, but the Obſtinacy of a Few, could with- 
ſtand their Force. But were all theſe paſs'd by, 
and what they ſo unreaſonably contend for ad- 
mitted; yet ſuch is the Caſe of our preſent Eng- 
Ii Diſſenting Teachers, that upon their own 
Principles they cannot pretend to a regular out- 
ward Call. For were it allow'd in their Ori- 
ginal Inſtitution, that Presbyters had the Power 
of, Ordination; yet ſure it won't be pretended 
thoſe, properly ſo call'd at the Time of the Re- 
formation, (from whom theſe People would be 
thought regularly to derive their Ordination) 

had ſuch a Power. If they had no: this Power 
given at their own Conſecration, (as tis ve 
certain they had not) how they ſhould be able 
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hr 
to give ſuch a Power to their Succaſors, miſt 
and will be a Paradox for any reaſonable Man 


to conceive.” Nay, they were ſo far from pre- 


tending to, or exerciſing ſuch a Power (I mean 
the firſt Nonconformiſt s,as they ſtood diſtinguiſſid 
from the Browniſfts) that* they pronounc d he 
* Miniſtry of the Church of England a Lawtul 


© Miniſtry, charging thoſe who ſeparated from 
© it, as guilty of a ſhameful and odious Schiſm. 


SO that were we to trace the Ordination of the 
e Preibyterian, or Independant Teachers a> 
out an hundred Years backwards, we ſhall find 


it deriv'd from mere Lay-Men, and all their 


regular Succeſſion probably terminate in ſome 
Gifted Cobler, or Taylor, among the Separa- 
tilts, formerly known by the Name of Brownifs. 
And indeed ſo fully ſenſible our other Sectaxiſts 
appear to be of this, that they are not at all ſoli- 
Citous to prove their outward Call to the Mini- 
Try, thinking themſelves ſufficiently qualify'd 
by that which they term an inward one ; and 
were the Presbyterians and [ndependants once come 
to this degree of Light, they'd find it perhaps 
one of the prettieſt 'Turns for a good Stomach, 
the World has yet ever heard of, 


THE ridiculous Vanity of theſe Wore. in 
pretending to a regular Miflion by Succeſſion, 
will naturally tempt a Man to ſome little Mer- 
riments ; But that we may not ſeem unmindful 
of the importance of this Matter, give me leave 
ſeriouſly to lay before you the Advice of that 
excellent Saint, and Martyr Ignatius, in his E- 
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Stillingfleer's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. Part I. 
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pille tothe Tralliens, © In like manner (ſays he) 

et all Reverence the Deacons as Jeſus 

© Chriſt ; and the Biſhop as the Father; and the 
Presbyters as the Sanhedrim of God, and 

College of the Apoſtles ; without theſe there | 
Di no Church. In that alſo to the Philadelphi- 
ans, He tells them he cried whilſt he was a- 
gmongſt them, He ſpake with a loud Voice, at- 
tend to your Biſhop, and to the Presbytery, 
and to the Deacons. And in another Place of 
© the ſameEpiſtle, he preſſes them to abſtain from 


© becauſe ſuch are not the Plantation of the Fa- 
ther. For as many as are of God, and of Je- 
© fus Chriſt, are alſo with their Biſhop. Be not 
* deceived, Brethren : If any one follows him 
© that makes a Schiſm in che Church, he ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God. It any one 
© walks after any other Opinion, he agrees not 
* with the Paſſion of Chriſt, Wheretore let it 
be your Endeavour to partake all of the ſame 
* holy Euchariſt. For there is but one Fleſh of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and one Cup of the 
_ © Unity of his Blood; one Altar; as alſo there 
is one Biſhop, together with his Presbytery, 


and the Deacons my Fellow Servants ; that 


© ſo whatſoever you do, you may do it accor- 
ding to the Will of God. 


___TOconvey a juſt Idea to the Readers Mind, 
of the Authority of theſe Paſſages, it will not 
I hope be thought an impertinent Digreſſion, 

to give him a ſhort account of * 
344 , | 7 This 
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This excellent Perſon then was Bſhop of A. 
© tzoch, documented with his School Fellow St. 
© 'Polycarp, by St. Fobn the Apoſtle, and made a 
© a Biſhop by him. He is ſaid to be the Child 
our Saviour took in his Arms, when he recom- 
mended the Imitation' of little Children to 
his Diſciples, and from thence to have the 
Name of Theophorus apply'd to him, as ſigni- 
fying one born or carry'd by God. And that 
which ſeems more to confirm this Opinion, in 
all his Epiſtles he ſtiles himſelf 1gnatims, who is 
alſo called Theophborus. In his Anſwer to Trajan, 
when he ask'd him who Theopborus was, he tells 
him, One who has Chriſt in his Breaſt, ma- 
king it a Name common to all Chriſtians ; 
and indeed this, in the Judgment of the Reve- 
rend Tranſlator, is thought the moſt genuine 
Senſe of the Word. He narrowly eſcapd Mar- 
tyrdom in the Reign of Domitian, but in that of 
Trajan, was order d to be made the Entertain- 
ment of the Romans, being Torn to Pieces by 
wild Beaſts at their Amphitheatre. Various 
are the Times he is ſaid co be Martyrc'd in, 
the loweſt date is Anno 116, on the 13th of Fa- 
nuary, in the Roman Calends, Sura and Syneſins 
then a ſecond time made Conſuls. He was 
© born at Nora in Sardinia, and made, Biſhop of 
© Antioch by the Apoſtle, on the deceaſe of EV. 
* dius his Predeceſſor ; preſided there above For- 

' © ty Years, and probably was at leaſt Fourſcore 
© Years old when he was Martyr'd. In fine, 
he was a Fellow-Labourer with the Apoſtles, 
particularly St. Job, and made that happy Ad- 
| : . vantage 
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1 Vid. Life of St. Ignatius, in Genuine Epiſtles of the Apoſtalick 53 
Fathers, By the ara ade of Canterbury. 
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vantage if the Correſpondence, as to be Emi- 


nent In his Gifts, and Graces. His Writings, tho“ 


not plac'd in the Sacred Canon, were always 
eſteemꝭ d little inferior ; and the leaſt we can ſay 
of them is, that they were dictated by the ſame 
Spirit, and an infpir'd Comment on it. To ftrike 
this, if poſſible, yet deeper into our Minds, I 
ſhall conclude with that earneſt Caveat of our 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf, wiz. Beware of falſe Pro- 
phets who come to you in Sbecys Cloathing, but imwardly 
are Ra vening Wolves. Beware of them in the Sim- 

plicity of their Appearance, their Sheeps Cloa- 
thing, their Arrogant Boaſt of a Power and Ho- 


nour that don't belong to them! but beware of 


them yet more, as they are Ravening Wolves, 
tearing and rending the Flock of Chriſtto pieces; 
Which naturally leads me to;the ſecond Reaſon 
of their Churches Nullity, their unjuſt Sepa, 
ration, ec. | | 


UNJUST it ſurely muſt appear, in every ho-' 


neſt, and ſerious Churchmans Eye. To fee a 
Church fo truely Primitive and Apoſtolical ; 
ſuch a Glory to the Reformation; the ſtrongeſt 


Bulwark againſt Idolatry and Superſtition; the 


Pride of its Friends, and the Envy of its Enemies, 
baſely Deſerted, Calumniated, Inſulted, Sawn, 
and Torn aſunder, by a Set of wayward, igno- 
rant, and unreaſonable People, muſt certainly 


raiſe in the Breaſt of all her genuine Offspring, 


not only the ſtrongeſt Conviction, but higheſt 
Deteſtation of ſo execrable a Practice! Such is 
the aggravated Guilt, that its very Abetters 
ſtart wich Horror at it; and when they are 
home preſsd with the weighty Charge, retire, 
or elſe deny it with Confuſion. To ſpend. our 
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time in detecting the Cobweb Frauds they have 
us d to elude. this Charge, would affront the 
Readers Reaſon, and laviſh away his time. That 
they do ſeparate, in ſpight of all their Frivo- 


lous Denials, and ſeparate with a Vengeance 


too, * let their own Savoy Diſputants declare, 
when they own'd © the Diviſion of that fatal 
* Conſequence, that Peace and Unity could not 


be preſerv'd, unlefs 'twere put an end to. 


As for thoſe we are more immediately con- 
cern'd with, tho' when they have a mind to play. ' 
the Caſuiſt, they have often acknowledg'd, and 
(to do them Juſtice) prov d too, with a great 


deal of Learning, both the reality, and injuſtice 


of their Separation; yet at other times they have 
I know not what ſort of Qualms come upon 
them; they are ſo loth to diſoblige the Diſſent- 
ers with any truths of this kjnd, that we can get 
nothing from them but Hums and Has, and if 
we preſs them hard with their Duty in this Point, 
drop out perhaps ſome fly Inſinuation, that ſince 
the Toleration, the Caſe is alter'd, and they 
can't properly now be call'd Separatiſts; and if 
they think you are ſo very filly as to ſwallow 
the Fallacy, proceed from thence very gravely 
to inferr, they are now no longer Schiſmaticks, 


but our Brethren, and rather than quarrel with 


you, if you will have a Schiſm, it ſhall lie on 
the Church of Ergland it 1clt. 


THE ridiculous Sophiſtry, and Hobbiſm, 
7 contain'd in this popular Topick, have, I 
5 | doubt 

* Calamy's Avridement of Mr. Baxter's Life, Cap. 8th, in his 


Account of the Diſpute at the Savoy. + Hobs Reſolves all 
Divine Saucfions into humane Policy. Vide Leviathan. 
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doubt not, already anticipated, in the Eye of the 
Judicious Reader, the trouble of further Reply: 
But the Induſtry and Noiſe of ſome, and the 
Indolence, and Careleſsneſs, (not to ſay Trea- 
cheryY of others, render ſomething needful to 
be laid to it. WY | 
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THAT the Prime, or, firſt Intent of all Laws, be- 


ther Divine, or Humane, is, that the Preceptive Part 
of them be obey'd, is what our Acute Politicians 


will not ſure deny. This being admitted, it will 


irrefragably appear, that their Separation is not 
fo much as conniv'd at; nay, is totally con- 
demn'd by the Laws, as they now ſtand in our 
Statutes, For certainly the Penalcies being not 
' Inflicted, can never in Reaſon be urg'd to diſ- 
ſolye the Preceptive Sanction of the Law, and 
therefore notwithſtanding an Exemption from 
that, the Practice till remains condemn'd by 
the Law, and thoſe who are Culpable of it, are 
yet as guilty in the Eye of the Law, as they 


were before the Penalty was taken off. But 
not to encourage ſo Ignorant and Impudent a 


Fallacy, we ought to reject the very Foundati- 
on of it; the Charge of their Schiſm not at all 
turning on the breach of any Humane, but a 


Divine Law. So that were they not only To- 
lerated, but as they (ſometimes Impudently) 


tell us, Eſtabliſh'd, in their Separation, they 
would be ſtill the ſame they were, tho' back d 
in it by all the humane Laws in the World. 


AND this (by the way) ſerves to acquit the 
Epiſcopal Church of Scotland from the ridiculous 


charge of. Schilm. . For (notwithſtanding the 
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ſucceſsful.Rebellion of the Kirk has got the Pres- 
Hterians the Name of an Eſtabliſhment) theit not 
Joyning with them is not juſtly to be'charg'd as a 
Rent, or Schiſm, but brayely maintaining their 
Primitive Conſtitution, and agreeable to the 
Command of an Apoſtle, avoiding thoſe that canſe 
Diviſions. And this will not ſeem ſtrange at all 
to any, that conſider, that we ought to fetch our 
Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, from the unerring 
and immutable Laws of God, and not from the 
various and ſhifting Viciſſitudes of thoſe of Men. 


—— — 
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BUT to return from this (tho' T hope not im- 
proper) Digreſſion. That theſe People do Sepa- 
rate, and that unjuſtly too (after this little Skir- 
miſh) from the Church of England, I think we 
may take for granted. But the main Difficulty 
TI know will be thought to be ſtill behind, vis. 
To prove that by this Separation, they are alſo 

cut off from being a part of the Catholick Church 
in general, - | 


| _ AGAINST this I am very fenſible I ſhall 
have all their United Force drawn up. To have 
i all our honeſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, eſpecially 
| our darling Presbyterians and Independents, at once 
' thrown over the Pale of the Catholtck Church, 
for ſuch a Trifle only, as Separating from the 
Church of Eagland, will be ſure to load me with 
a ſufficient ſhare of ill Names. Twill be De- 
monſtration as clear as any in Euclid, Lam for 
the Pretender, if not a Jeſuit in Diſguiſe, or per- 
haps the Scarlet Whore her ſelf in Maſquerade. 
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3 BU to evince I am not to be frighted by 
1 theſe Mobb Practices, I ſhall ftill go on boldly to 
28 maintain the honeſt Truths our holy, Mother the 
h Church of England has taught us; Nor ſhall the | 
| baſe and ungenerous Calumnies of Moderation 
from within, or Phanaticiſm from. without, at 


all diſcourage me. „ 
IN order then, to give the Reader all poſſi- 
ble Satisfaction in this matter: It ſeems neceſſary 
for us to convey to his Mind, a diſtinct and pro- 
per Idea of what we call the Catholick Church. 
And here the late Pious and Learned Prelate, 
Arch-Biſhop Sharp, has ſo Judiciouſly ſtated this 
already for us, that nothing is further needful, 
than barely to Tranſcribe him. s 


FOR the clearing this, (faith he) let it be 
* taken Notice of, That the Method which our 
Saviour ſet on foot for our Salvation, doth not 
* ſo much conſider us as ſingle Perſons, as joyn- 
; . © ed together in one common Society. It was 
RN * his deſign to gather to himſelf a Church out of 
Men ind, to erect and form to himſelf a Bod 
| Polit ck, of which himſelf would be the Head, 
= and particular Chriftians the Members; and in 
FF . © this Method, through Obedience to his Laws - 
' ,* and Government, to bring Men to Salvation. 
* This is variouſly ſet forth to us in the New 
[ © Teſtament ; ſometimes Chriſt and Chriſtians, are 
Jeu 15. 1. repreſented under the Notion of a Vine, of 
c. 12: e vhich he is the + Root, and they the Branches. 
y * Sometimes under the Notion of a Natural Body, 
Z of which Chriſt is % Head, and all W 
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| the Members. And accordingly, whatever Chrift  - 
Wis {aid to have done or ſuffer'd for Mankind, 
he is ſaid to have done or ſuffer'd for them, 
not as ſcatter d Individuals, but as incorpora- 


Boch; that is to ſay, the Church; with many 
othet Paſſages of the like Importance. And 
it is very plain, that Baptiſm, which is by all 

acknowleg'd to be the Rite of initiating us in- 
to Chriſtianity, is in Scripture declar'd to be 
the Rite, whereby we are enter'd and admitted 
into. the Church. Thus St. Paul expreſly tells 


Bady. So far his Grace. 


THIS being premis'd, whether we take the 
Fatholick Church, under the Metaphor of à Vine, 
f which Cbriſt is the Root, and the Church of 
gland a Brauch; or of a Natural Body, of which 
brit is the Head, and the Church of England a 
Member: The Concluſion will be equally juſt, | 
nat whatever is cut off 4rom any Parr, 
dr Member thereof, is equally cut off from the 
hole... For to go to the firſt Inſtance, a Vine; 
That that Leaf, or Twig thereof, that js cut by 


ually, and as really cut off from the whole, and 
much to all the Ends and Purpoles thereof, 
aſes to be a Part of the Whole, as the particu- 


BF Branch, from-whenc 'twas taken, is a Truth 
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F ted into a Church. Thus Chri## loved the Church, gy , ,. 
Wy and gave himſelf for it. Chrift redeemed the Church As 20.2) Þ 
with bis own Blood. Chrift is the Saviour of bis Eph. 5.23 : 


us, that by one Spiris we are all Baptixed into one (Cor. 12.13, | 


he Gardiner off of any particular Branch, is e- 


* 


the meaneſt Peaſant can demonſtrate. And he's 


ſolve whether it be any longer a Part of his Bo- 


we have here aſſerted, is ſo evident in the Rea- 


. fuges uſed to elude it, require ſome Conſide- 


from the whole Catholick Church; becauſe it 


With the Catholick Church. In ſhort, the Bands | 
of Unity in the Catholick Church, are One Faith, | 


the ſame Effect. 


(380 


that thinks that, of a Natura! Body would not 
conclude the fame, may make an Experiment in 
the Amputation of a ſingle Finger, and then fe- 


dy, when taken from his Hand. In ſhort, Nea. 
ſon and Nature of Things, that he that contends 
it, muſt be loſt not only to the cleareſt Conv icti- 
ons of Reaſon, but thoſe of his very Senſes, | 


BUT plain as this is, the many little Subter- 


ration in theſe Papers. We are told then, that 
tho” it ſhould be admitted, the Diſſenters are ſe- 
parated from that particular Part of the Catho- 
ick Church, eſtabliſh'd in England, yet it does 
not therefore follow, they are thereby ſeparated | 


has ever been allow'd, that a hearty Aſſent to the 
Creed, or, in the Opinion of ſome, to the ſingle 
Doctrine of the Trinity, is ſufficient to entitle a | 
Man to a real Memberſhip, and Communion : 


One Baptiſm, not one Ceremony, one Policy, with a | 
great deal more, which might be produc'd, to 


BUI this is ſuch a wild and ſenſeleſs Confuſi- 
on of Hereſy and Schiſm, as is peculiar to the Di- 
vinity of this Age. For as it is as evident as any 
Thing can be, that Hereſy and Schiſm are Things 


n their Nature diſtin& ; ſo it will equally appear 


upon the leaſt Reflection, that either of them 


are 


* 
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we ſufficient; to exclude any Body of Men from 
not eing a Part of the Catholick Church. Nay, 
nt in ere a Man to run this Point to the Rigour, it 


n fe · ere cafy to prove, that a Schiſmatick, as ſuch, 
s Bo- more fully, and to all Intents and Purpoſes, cut 
what f from the Catholick Church, than a, Heretick, 
Rea- or Hereſy, properly and ſtrictly ſpeaking, is not 
tends Breach of the Unity, but Corruption of the Pu- 
icti-iey of the Catholick Church. A Heretick in 

the Church is like an ulcerated Member in the 


Yter- 
ſide- 


that of the Body, however corrupted and gangreen d. 
2 ſe- But naw Schiſm' in the very AR, is an entire 
tho- Amputation from the whole Body; for let it have 
does been never ſo ſound a Member before it was cut 
ated off, yer when it is cut off, it as much ceaſes to 
e it be a Part of the Body, as the moſt rotten and 
the ulcerated Member in the World. It is further 
gle & obſervable. in this caſe, that the Heretick is en - 
e a tirely Paſſive, with reſpect to any Schiſm com- 
ion mend on his Account; he does not cut off 
nds himſelf, but is cut of by the Church (in her Ex- 
rb, communication, or the like) but the Sebiſmatick, 
mais as entirely active, and freely and voluntarily 
to cuts off himſelf, 4 Pe. og 
BU were it admitted, that Hereſy in it ſelf 
ſi- # (abſtra&ed from the. Cenſure of the Church) 
Di- does cut a Man off from being a Member of the 
yy X Catholick Church, will it therefore follow, that 
gs the Unity of the Catholick Church cannot be bro- 
ar ken by any thing except Hereſy ? Is there no Way 
m to kill a Man but poyſoning of him? will not on 
3 Wi 9 a N e 


Body, Which, tho for the Prefervation of the 
hole, it often proves neceſſary to cut it off, it 
does not, till it is ſo cut off, ceaſe to be a Part 


c . * 


eee, RFIELTTOR 
Axe as effectually do his Buſineſs, as the Peſſi- 
lence ? or will not a Building as ſurely fall to 
Pieces for want of being duly cemented toge- 
ther, as when its Materials are never ſo rotten 
and decay d? And is not the Caſe the ſame in 
the Church? Does not our bleſſed Eord himſelf 
aſſure us, A Kingdom divided apain#t it ſelf cannot 
fand? And is not the Catholick Church his King- 
dom? What is there plain, if this may be eluded ? 
If the Bonds of Unity are One Faith, One: Baptiſm, 
why don't we make it evident by our Practice? 
How dare People Separate that have one Creed 
common to them all? Is not the Communion of Saints 
an Article of this Creed? · And does not the holy 
Scripture require us to joyn in the ſtricteſt Har- 
mony and Unanimity in the Worſhip of God? 
not only with one Heart, hut one Mouth ; and be ſo 
far from forſaking the Aſſembling our Selwes together, 
as the manner of ſome is, that like the firſt and beſt 
Patterns of Church-Communion, we ſhould meet 
together with one Accord, and, if poſſible, in one 
Place? The Unity of the Chriſtian Church 
* (as Biſhop St illingfleet obſerves) is to be preſery'd 
© by the Bond of Peace, and as that Unity ſup- 
2 92 one Body, and one Spirit; and the Mem- 
© bers of that Body, as they are joyn'd to one 
Head, is call'd one Lord, fo they are joyn'd to- 
« gether by one Faith, and one Baptiſm ; there- 
© fore,-as the Unity of the Church is founded on 
* ſome External Bonds as well as Internal, that 
©is, one Faith and one Baptiſm, as well as one 
* Lord, and one Spirit; ſo the RANA of 
how 
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this Union ought to be by external Acts; for 
how can this Unity be Uiſcover'd by Acts meerly 
Internal and Spiritual, as. being preſent in Spirit, 
X © inward Love to the Members, to which let me 
„add, agreeing in all neceſſary Points of Faith, 
or the like? Therefore we will conclude with 
= this incomparable Maſter of Controverſy; * The 
Obligation to preſerve the Unity of the Church, 
© doth imply a Joyning together, with other 
© Members of the Church, in the common and 
© publick Acts of Religion, and not in the emp- 
© ty Cant of Conſent in the Creed, or any other 
© Pretence whatever. 


WERE we co conſult Antiquity, we ſhall al- 
ways find this Plea us'd by all the ſeveral Schif-. 
maticks Church Hiſtory mentions. Thus the Me- 
letians in Egypt, are ſaid by Epiphanius to hold the 
ſame Faith wich the Catholick Chriſtians. So 

did the followers of Audeus; thoſe of Euſtatbius 
Sebaſtiengs ; the Donatiſts, the rw rg i and No- 

3 watians: Notwithſtanding which, St. Cyprian 
charges the Abettors of this Schiſm with Pride and 
Arrogance ;. and* tho” they pleaded they had the 

- ſame Faith with the Catholick Church, yet he 
will not admit that to be the true Faith, which bath 
no Charity, and inſiſts there can be no true Charity, 
where Men do thus break in Pieces the Unity of the 
Church. It were very eaſy to ſwell theſe Papers 
with abundance more of this kind: But I ſhall 
cContent my ſelf with what has been thus curſorily 
offer'd, and leave the Curious more amply to ſa- 
> + tisfy themſelves, out of the unanſwerable Pieces 
ol that great Prelate, referr'd to in the . 
= Lg rom 
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i. UPON the whole then, we may venture to aſ- 
ſert, che Unity of the Catholick Church does 
conſiſt at leaſt of two Parts; the one in our Creed, I 
call d in Scripture, the Unity of «be Faith, the Breach 
of which is Hereſy 5 and the other in our Practice, 
call d the Bond f Peace, the Breach, of which is 
Sobiſim; and that either Hereſy or 75 Are ſuffi- 
cient to cut any Body of People off from being 
Parts, or Members of the Catholick Church; 
and therefore, tho' the Presbyterians, &c. were 
not chargeable with breaking the Unity of the Faith ; 
yet are they entirely excluded the Pale of the 
Catholick Church, by only breaking the Bond of 
P tdce. | | TY Pg ; | 


OUR Caſuifs finding themſelves thus fail d by 
this modern Project of. confounding Hereſy and 
Sebiſm, and that they will after all appear not on- 
. in their Nature, but alſo either of them 
parately conſider d, ſuſſicient to cut their good 
Friends the Diſfenters off from the Carholick 
Church, attempt next very gravely to diſtin- 
guiſh the latter away ; and therefore they tell us, 
we are miſtaken in our Notion of Sobiſm, for 
that, according to the Scripture Account of it, it 
does not ſo much conſiſt in different Modes of 
Worſhip, or Ceremonies, and the like, as in the 


WW 


want of true Love and Charity : And therefore, 
tho' the Diſſenters do differ from us in ſome 
Things of a trivial and inconſiderable Nature, yet 
not being wanting of. true Love, and Cbiſtian 
| Sb Charity, 


b = 


To $A | 
D chey are not juſtly to be charg d with 
| 7 07 (jt N | 


8 549 3 [ 5 vs. 45 «4 75 : 
U afeor all this Cant, we muſt wonder 
From what Scriptute theſe Gentlemen fergh 
"this their fine new-ſpun Notion. For, were we 
e abſtract our Ideas never ſo much in this 
Matter, it can't be imagin'd what Service it 
Feould do them. That the Word Scha, in its 
proper and moſt. genuine Import, fignifies Di- 

F viſion, or cutting aſunder, every Body that is 
capable of the Uſe of a Lexicon, cannot be 
I Ignorant ; and for thoſe whoſe Education has 
not rais d them to this, if they will give them- 
ſelves the Trouble to conſult the Margin of 

a large Bible, they will find the Word Divi- 
ſions, in the Text, render'd Schiſms there. Thus 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians : I be- 


Cbriſt, that you all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that 
there be no Di viſions (in the Margin Schiſms) 

r 1999; with may other of the ſame ki 
So that it is manifeſt, that not we, but they 
ars miſtaken. in their Notion of Scbiſm, and 
the Senſe they have put upon it is a meer 
Chimera, which Js, Fa any Foundation ei- 
ther in Scripture or Language. * 


BUT to give them all poſſible Indulgence, 
wers it admitted that the proper, and Scripture 
Import of . Scbiſn ſignifies not Diviſion, but as 
they here ſtate it, a Breach of Charity; yet 
would their Friends reap very little Advan- 
tags thereby. For fo little 8 the Regard wy 

| hays 


* 
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| ſeach you, Bretbren, | by the Name of- our Lord Teſts I Cor, I. 19% 
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FE 
have to Cbarit), as well as Unity, that (in 
ſpight of all their Boaſts to the contrary) . 
if ever any People in the World were guil- 
1 ty of Schiſm; they are upon that Account. 
n The ill Words, the Calumnies they daily, 1 
_ may ſay, hourly caſt upon our holy, and beſt 
reformd Church too, are what they are at 
preſent engag d with, need not be told. If Ly- | 
ing and Slandering, Vilifying and Traducing, 
and all the other dire Effects of Rage and 
Diſcontent; if theſe are the Marks of Cbari- 
ty, Charity indeed abounds among them; o- 
therwiſe the moſt florid Pretences that can poſ- 
ſibly be made for them, are empty and vain, _ | 


and give the Lye to the Experience of all : 
that know then. e 
NOR can it in Nature and Reaſon be 0 a 


therwiſe; for Unity and Love bear in their 
Nature that ſtrict Harmony, and are ſo cloſe- 
ly link'd and cemented, that like Hippoerates's 
Twins, they live and die together. No ſoon- 
er is the fatal Cut of Diviſn given, but Love 
as well as Unity falls its Sacrifice; and as well 
might I ſtab a Man to the Heart, and expect 
to be regarded when I tell the World” he':did 
not die of the Stab I gave him, as to think # 
the Chain between them can any way be 
broken, without the Diſſolution of both, Nor 
does Experience leſs confirm this Point; it has © 
been the Complaint of all Ages, that wen- 
ever the Band of Unity has been broken, with 
it that of Charity has always burſt aſunder. 
So that whether we conſider the W . 
; 9 e 
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F 
in f the Word, the Senſe it bears in Scrip- 
y) 9 nay, the Novel, and before unheard of 
1 Wenſe cheſe Men themſelves have put upon 
. We; the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, or 
+ Ihe general Suffrage and Experience of all 
hat have gone before us; whether, I ſay, 
e conſider it under any, or all theſe Views, 
e ſhall certainly find our honeſt Proteſtant 


iſſenters ſtill ſtand juſtly charg'd with the 
guilt of Schiſm, and therefore ought not be 


* 9 * 
* 


4 Hatter'd and indulg'd, but ſeverely reprehend- 
. ed for it. 
E | SO far we have dealt with the Magi, the 


grave and deliberate Betrayers of the Church 
they profeſs, nay, live and wax Fat upon: 
There are another Claſs of a merrier Strain, 
who place all their Logick in Laughter, and 
eſteem him the beſt Gentleman who can 
break a jeſt on Almighty God, and giggle 
away the Diſtintions of Good and Evil. 
4 Theſe indeed are not worth the Notice of 
any Sober and Rational Man ; but becauſe 
the Weakneſs of ſome People may render 
them ſuſceptible of ill Impreſſions from even 
theſe filly ſoul'd Wretches, it may not be al- 
together uſeleſs to conſider ſome Things which 
are ſaid by them. They tell us then; that as 
for Schiſm, it is but a ſort of a Theological 
Zocare-Crow, or kind of ſpiritual Bugbear, 

_ ZFcontriv'd by Prieſts to fright the unthinking 
Mobb; and that it is below that freedom of 
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Thought, which is the peculiar Characteri- 


ſtic of a Gentleman, to have any Concern 
a about, it. EE, - AND 
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AND now, becauſe [theſe witty Fellows 
are obſety'd generally to underſtand more of 
a Camp than a Church : We ſhall endeavour! 
to adapt What we have to fay in this Mat- 
ter, as well as we can, to their Military 
Genius. We cannot therefore but obſerye 8 
to them, that Deſerrio» is puniſh'd with Deatb; 
and which is yet the more Remarkable, ſo 
univerſal is the Practice, that it ſpeaks it 
both the Law of Nations and of Nature. 
This is a Crime efteem'd by all deſtructive 
to the very Being of Society in general, 
and the tendereſt, the moſt compaſſionate Ge- 
neral, will not, dare not paſs it by. Lenity | 
in this Caſe were Cruelty, and he that ſhould 
diſpute the Juſtneſs of it, deſerves neither 
the Name of a Soldier, nor a Man. And 
is the Church the only Thing to be deſert- 
ed? Is Diviſion criminal and deſtructive of 
all Society but that? Do the amicable Laws 
of Chriſtianity more encourage Faction and 
Diviſion than all others? What will not thoſe ! 
Men fay, that dare inſiſt on this! | | 


I DOUBT net by this Time the honeſt | 
Reader is tir d with tracing the various Me- 
anders of theſe Perwerſe Gainſajers ; and did not 
the Degeneracy of the Age abundantly call 
for what has been done, I ſhould not have 
given either him, or ſelf this Trouble; 
but that we may fix a juſt Idea on our Minds, 
of the Nature and heinous Malignity of the 
Sin of Schiſm, we ſhall lay before us —_ 1 
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ehe holy Scriptures, / and untient Fathers of 
he Church have deliver'd concerning it. 


X WOULD we draw our Notions in this 
Natter from the ſacred Oracles of God, we 
ify ſnould ſoon be convinc'd, that Schiſm is not 
e ſuch. a Trifle ſome make it; fo. earneſt, ſo 
repeated, ſo vehement are their Exhortations 
to Leve ànd Unity, that the whole Divine Vo- 
lume ſeems almoft a continu'd Lecture there - 
on. How does the Royal Pfalmiſt exult on 
this Subject! Bebold! (lays he) how good and 
fa a Thing it is for Brithren to dwell tege - 
in Unity! He tells us, it 4s like precious 
Oymment, and the Dew of Hermon, ſo grare- 
uld F tul, ſo pleaſant, ſo beneficial! This was al- 
her Y moſt the laſt and dying Requeſt of our bleſ- 
nd F fed Lord to his Father; Tbat we all might be 
one, as he and his Father are One. This too 
was the continu'd Exhortation of his beloved 
Diſciple St. Jobs, all whoſe Epiſtles breath 
litde elſe but Unity and Love; and ſo ex- 
ceedingly did the great Apoſtle St. Paul re- 
ſent the Breach of theſe in the Schi/m of the 
Corim biaa, that he tells them they were Car- 
nal, and with all the Vehemence of an ar- 
dent and pious Affection, Beſerobes them, in rhe 
Name of our Lord Feſos Cbrlis, to ceaſe their 
Diviſions. No Art, no Rhetorick was thought 
too much to allure them from a Practice 
ſo very. diſtrutive to Chriſtianity in gene- 
ral. How often did he Conjure them, by tbe 
. Adavey of God, by the Love of Chrift, and by 
every Thing elle he thought would move 


them 
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them in this Matter. What zealous Warn- 
ings does he give them againſt the vile Promo- 
ters of this Practice; Mark (lays he) thoſe tba 
caiſe Diviſions, contrary to the Noctrins you bave 


| learn'd, and avoid them ; and Brands them as 
not ſerving our Lord Feſus Chrift, but their 


own Bellies.' Beware (ſays he in another Place) 
Dogs, beware of the Concifion; no better 
itle would his Zeal allow them who rent 


and tore the Church of God aſunder. And 


in fine, ſo diametrically Oppoſite is Diviſion 
to the very Nature and Eſſence of God, 
who is the God of Order, and not of Confuſion ; 
that the Royal Prophet delivers it as one of 
his peculiar Characteriſticks, that he promotes 
and maintains Unity, even in the moſt private 


and domeſtick Inſtances of Life; be (as he 
expreſſes it) is the God that maketh Men to be 


of one Mind in an Houſe. | 


IE we go to the Primitive Fathers, in this 
Point, their Senſe is ſtill the ſame : © Where- 


_ © fore, ſays St. Clement, in his Epiſtle to the Co- 


rin lian, are there Strifes, and Anger, and 
< Diviſions, and Schiſms, and Wars among us? 
© Have we not all one God, and one Chriſt 2? 
Is not one Spirit of Grace poured out upon 
© us all? Have we not one Calling in Chriſt 2 
© Why then do we rend and tear in Pieces 


© the Members of Chriſt, and raiſe Seditions 


© againſt our own Body? Your Schiſm, (as he 
© afrerwards goes on) has perverted many, has 
© diſcourag'd many: It has caus'd a Diffidence 


in many, and Grief in us all, and yet your 


6. Sedi- 
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edition continues ſtill. Take (as he pro- 
ceeds) the Epiſtle of the bleſſed. Pau]. the 
'Apoſtle into your Hands: What was it that 
he wrote to you at the firſt; preaching. the 
as F Goſpel among them? Verily he did, 6y :be 
3 Spirit, Admoniſh you concerning himſelf, 
and Cephas, and Apollos, becauſe that even 
then you had begun to fall into Parties, 
and Factions among your ſelves. Never» 
.theleſs, your Partiality led you into a much 
leſs Sin; foraſmuch as you placed your 
* AﬀeRions upon Apoſtles, Men of eminent 
Reputation in the Church, and upon ano- 
of W* 'ther, who was greatly try'd and approv'd 
es of by them. But conſider, we pray you, 
te who are they who have now led you a- 
i JF; ſtray, and leſſened the Reputation of that 
be F Brotherly Love, that was ſo eminent among 


|< you. 


\© *Tis a Shame, my Beloved, yea, a very 
great Shame, and unworthy of your Chriſti- 
© an Profeflion, to hear that the moſt firm and 
* antient Church of the Corinthians, ſhould by 
© one, or two Perſons be led into Sedition 
© againſt their Prieſts. And this Report is 
come not only to us, but thoſe that differ 
© from us. Inſomuch that the Name of the 
* Lord is Blaſphemed thro' your Folly ; and 
even ye your ſelves are brought in Danger 
+ by it. No Arts of Language, nor a 
| 1 | mo 
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8. Clement's Epiſt. to the Corinthians, Sect. XX and XL VI. 
This Father is the ſame as is mention'd by St. Paul, Phil, iv. 3. 
Vid. his Lite in the Genuine Epiſt. of the Fathers. 
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moſt piercing Rloquence, are thought too 
much 45 this Excellent Father, to fix on 
their Minds a juſt Horror of a' Crime ſo if 
dangeroug to Chriſtianity. He calls all Na- 
ture to witneſs againſt the Enorthicy of it, 
and ſeems to make even things Inanimatée 
proclaim the weighty Guilt. * The Heavens 
© (ſays he) moving by God's appointment. 
are ſubject to him in Peace. Day and 
© Night accompliſh the Courſes allotted the 
© not diſturbing one another. The Sun an 
© Moon, and all the ſeveral Companies, a 
© Conftellations of the Stars, run the Courſe 
© he has appointed them, in Concord, with- 
© out the leaſt - departing from them. The 
© fruitful Earth ho ap its Food plentifally-i 
© due Seaſon, both to Man and Beaſt, . an 
to all Animals that are upon it, according 
© to his Will ; not diſputing nor alterin 
any thing, of what was ordered by. him. 
So alſo the unfathomable and unſearcheable 
© Floods of the Deep, are kept by his com- 
mand; and the Conflux of the vaſt Sea, 
| © being brought together by his Order, into 
its ſeveral Collections, paſtes not the Boun 8 
© he has ſer to it, but as he appointed it, ſo 
© jt remains. For he ſaid, hitherto ſhalt thou 
© come, and thy Ploods ſhall be broken with thee. 
The Ocean unpaſſable to Mankind, and 
the Worlds that are beyond it, are go- 
* vernd by the ſame Commands of their 
* Great Maſter. Spring and Summer, Au- 
* tymn and Winter, give Place peaceably to 
+ each other. The ſeveral Quarters of the 
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Winds fulfil their Works in their Seaſons, 
without offending one another. The ever 
flowing Fountains, made both for Pleaſure 
and Health, never fail to reach out their 


$ Breaſts to ſupport the Life of Man. Even 


= the ſmalleſt Creatures live together in Peacc 
and Concord with each other. All theſe 


has the great Creator and Lord of all 


S AA K =» 
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c 
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commanded to obſerve Peace and Concord; 
being good to all; but eſpecially to us 
who flee to his Mercy through our Lord 


Teſs Cbrit, to hom be Glory and Ma- 


jeſty for ever, and ever. Amen. Let us 
therefore (as he after concludes from the 
whole) confider how near he is to us; and 
how that none of our. Thoughts or Rea- 


ſonings, which we frame within our ſelves, 


/ 


are hid from him. It is therefore juſt that 


we ſhould not forſake our Rank, by do- 
ing contrary to his Will. Let us chooſe 
to offend a few fooliſh. and inconſiderate 
Men, lifted up, and glorying in their own 
Pride, rather than God. Let us Reve- 


© rence our Lord Feſws Cbrit, whoſe Blood 
© was given for us: Let us Honour thoſe 


* who are ſet over us: Let us Reſpect the 


© Aged that are amongſt us: Let us Inſtruct 


the younger Men, in the Difeiptine and 
Fear of the Lord. 1 | 


— 


So far St, Clement. 


N N 18 
— Y * o TS i000 * * 4 1 1 
7 = 7 m4. * | T* „ 1 F * T = — 7 F = 
OW - n 7 = : 
* hs 4 — af 3 - 6; , — 9 , 4 
"a a 7 E : C e — 
TY 3 2 7 
; i, * = > 
. 99 
= 4 
: 
= 


gt. Jonaline, warning che Nalln again") 
7 1 * Infection of Hreſy, n nf 
- for. the better avoiding of it, to be inſe 
rable from their Biop. 115 Clay he) that 
© 'is within the Altar, is pure But be char 
© 1s without that, that does afy Thing wich- 
out the Biſhop, and. Presbyt * Dea. 
cons, is not pure in his ſcience. 
And befides, . we have "before mentio- 
ned of chis excellent Marry 15 Senſe of this 
Matter, in his Epiſtie to the Magne faut, he 
charges them to be ſo very careful of \ayoid- 
ing the Sin of Sebi that he preſſes them 
to let there he: nothing ibat may 7 able to ma łe 
a Divſon among | them. And to this End, ſo 
entire is the Deference they are to pay to 


: Their: Biſhop, © That they are not, to endeavour 


© to make any ' Thing appear ſo much as (Rational, 
© Without 2 9 He bids them 
come together in the fame Place; have 
* one common Prayer, one Su plication, One 
. © Mind,' One Hope in Charity undefiled. ' There 4 
x * (fays he) One Lord Feſus brit, than whom 
nothing is better. Wherefore come ye al- 
together, as unto One Temple of God, 
© as to One Altar, as One Feſ#s Cbriſi, who | 
© proceeded from One Father, and: Exifts in 
© One, and is return'd to One. And again, | 
in his Epiſtle to the Epbeſtarts, 1» Let no 
© Man (ſays * deceive himſelf; if a Man 
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2 Epiſtle to the Trallians, $:3. VII. ne to foe Magneſians, 
FN, VII. 7 * to thr Ephelir rs, e 
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5. 7 not within the Altar, he is & ived of 
ie Bread" of God : For if the Prayer bf ene 


pr two be of fuch Force, as we are told 
how much more powerful ſhall that of 


b nereſere that does not come together in- 
Wo the ſame Place with it, is proud, and 


written, God reſefeth rhe Proud. Let us take 
heed therefore that we do not ſer our ſelves 
3 the Biſhop, that we may be ſubje& 
to G0 . : | 9 5 


I'F we paſs ſome Centuries aſter theſe A- 
doftolical Fathers, we ſhall find the Experi- 
nee the Church had of the Nature of Schiſm, 
lid not at all leffen the Senſe the Fathers 
hen had of its Enormity. There ſeem no 
pithets too black to give it a juſt Hue. 
They call it Þmpious, the greate i  Impiety, Sa- 
riledge, the ur of Sacriledge, Diabolical, and 


pf Horror in the Mind. Dionyſus of Alex 
pndria tells the Author of the Novatian Schiſm, 
That be bad better have ſuffered any Thing tban 
bies to bade made a Rent in the Church ; aud that 
t was as: plorious @ ' Martyrdom to die tg, prevent 
= Sebiſm, at to avoid ſdolatry; and he inſiſts 
n it as @ much greater Thing ; the one (as he 
argues) being 4 Martyrdom for the Church, the 
ober only for ones own Soul. St. Cyprian 
barges them with Pride and Arrogance, and do- 

„ AH 2 f ing 
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ans, ; — 
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* Cyprian de Unit. Eccl, N. 11, 12. Avg Epil. 43, Jl» 
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he de and the whole Church be? He 


as already condemn'd himſelf; for it is, 


very Thing elle that can convey an Image 


- 
S& + 


„ unſpeakable Miſebief to the Church. St. Au 
guſtin mentions Sch as the greatet of « 
Wickedneſs, even worſe tban Idolatry: God (ſa 
he) puniſh'd it more ſeverely than Idolatry, fin: 
they who were guilty of  ldolatry, were to be dd 
roy d by the Sword; but Schiſmaticks were (wa! 
low'd up of the Earth. þ 4 EY | 


ENDLESS were it to recite what hal 
paſs'd from all the Fathers of any Note, al 
ainſt the ſeveral Schiſmaticks of their Times 
and but that the Beauty of their Language 
as well as Cogency of their Reaſon, natural 
ly create à Fondneſs of theſe fort of Quo 
tations, I had not ſo largely laid them be 
fore you. But that we may, if poſſible, leave 
this Matter yet farther out of all Doubt, I 
cannot but preſent to your View the Senſe © 
one Man in this Point, who, tho with reſpect 
to diſtance of Time, he cannot claim much De- 
ference; yet, I am perſuaded, with ſome will 
be of more Weight than all that has been of- 
fer'd, I mean the Father of the Presbyterian:, 
* Mr. Richard Baxter, who has given us ſuch 
an Account of the horrid Guilt of Schiſm, 
as one would think were ſufficient to deter 
all that admired him from the Practice. Schiſms 
* (lays he) is a Sin againſt ſo many, and clear 
© and vehement Words of the Holy Ghoſt, 
© that it is utterly without Excuſe ; Whore- 
* doms and Treaſon, and Perjury, are not oft- 
ner forbidden in the Goſpel than this. It 
| 9 8 5 © 1s 
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our Redemption, which was to reconcile ut 
all to God, and to unite and center us all 
in him. It is contrary to the Deſign of 
the Spirit of Grace and to the very Na- 
ture of Chriſtianity. It is a Sin againſt the 
neareſt Bonds of our higheſt Relations to 
each other. It is either a dividing Chri#, 
or robbing him of a great Part of his In- 
heritance; and neither of theſe is a little 
Sin: It is accompany'd with Self-Ignorance, 
and Pride, and great Unthankſulneſs to God. 
Church Dividers are the moſt ſucceſsful 
Servants of the Devil, being Enemies to 
Chriſt in his Family and Livery, and ſerve 
the Devil more effectually than open Ene- 
mies. Schiſm is a Sin that contradicts all 
God's Ordinances, and means of Grace, which 
are purpoſely to procure and maintain the 
Unity of the Church. Ir is a Sin againſt 
as great and lamentable Experiences, as al- 
molt any Sin can be; and this is a hei- 
nous Aggravation of it, that it is common- 
ly father'd upon God. Laſtly, It is moſt 
unlike the heavenly State, and in ſome re- 
gard worſe than the Kingdom of the De- 
vil, for he would not deſtroy it by dividmg it 
again#t it ſelf, Remember now that Schiſin, 
and making Parties and Diviſions in the 
Church, is not ſo ſmall a Sin as many rake 
it for. ih I 
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AND now, after the Sacred Oracles of God; 
after the venerable Doctors of the ure and Pri- 
; „ | mui ve 


is contrary to'the very Deſign of Chrift in : Mt 


. 2 
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- mwitive Church ; nay, after the very Pen of one 
of Schi{or's. moſt noted Ring · leader: himſelf has 
thus joyn'd with them, in giving up his full 
and peremptory Sentence againſt the Sin off 
Sebiſm, it will not ſurely ftill be deemd aß 

- Trifle. Let me therefore diſmiſs this Point. 
with the Advice of the fore-mention'd St. 
Clement: Who (lays he) is there among 
© you that is Generous? Who that is Com- 

© paſſionate 2 Who that has any Charity? 

© Let him fay, if this Sedition, this Conten- 

© tion, theſe Schiſms be upon my Account, 

© I am ready to depart, and to go away 

< whitherſoever ye pleaſe, and do whatſoever 

© you command me; only let the Flock of 

© Chriſt be at Peace, with the Elders that 

_ . © are ſet over it. He that ſhall do this, ſhall 
get himſelf a very great Honour in the 
© Lord; and there is no Place but what will 
be ready to receive him: For the Earth « 
© the Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof. Theſe 
© Things they who have their Converſation 
© towards God not to be repented of both 
* have done, and will always be ready to 
do. | 


THUs far we have conſider'd our honeſt 
Proteſtant Diſſenters Difference with the 
Church of England, as they ſtand diſtinguiſh'd 
by the well known, too well known Names 
of Quakers, Ana baptiſts, and Presbytekzghs. There 
yet remains, as I conceive, — 

| \ - | Di AY 


St. Cle neat' Epiſile to the Corine ans, S. ct. II/. 
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terence more, which is common to them 


If has and that is, that not one of theſe Sets 
full People, confider'd as a Body, have any 
in off here: declar'd what their common Faith is 
rd a che Affirmative. I would not willingly be 
doint taken in what is here aſſerted; my mean- 
| St, g is, That neither the People called Que- 


aba, nor Preibyterians, have any Sett 


om- Principles, Poſitions, or Articles of Faith, 
ity which any of them have given their com- 
ten- 


on and publick Suffrage and Conſent, in 
he Affir mative. | | | 


THIS perhaps may ſeem ſomething ſtrange 


© of o them, who have read George Wibitebead's 
that reed of the Quakers ; the Faith and Practice of 
hall e Congregational ' Churches of England; (to 
the Which the Anabaprifs may be moſtly reducd) 
will Rand the Aſſemblies Confeſſion of Faith. 

b * 


eſe BU T theſe Difficulties will inſtantly va- 
ion niſn, if it be obſerv'd, that tho it be allow'd 
oth there have been ſuch Papers printed, as George 
to Vbuebead's Fairh of the People called Qua- 
r,; yet it no where appears, that the Qua- 
kers in a Body, or repreſentatively by their 
eſt Teachers, have given any publick Teſtimo- 
he ny, that what is there wrote, is the common 
rd Faith of them all; and till this be done, we 
1c: MM have all the Reaſon in the World to con- 
re elude, that there neither is, nor ever was 
le WM ſych'a Thing among the People called Qua- 
if- ers, as a common Confeſſion of Fab. 


= THIS 


THIS, we muſt confeſs, cannot altoge-M 


ters now is, as if thoſe Books were never 


ter'd in ſome Points, why don't they publiſh 


with a bare Negative Creed, and to let the 
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ther ſo fully be ſaid of the two latter In. 
ſtances ; the Books referr'd to, having the 
publick Suffrage of the ſeveral Teachers off 
thoſe Times. But then we can't but ob - 
ſerve, they have not the ſame Suffrage ori 
Conſent given to them, by thoſe Teachers 
which denominate _ themſelves the. ſame as 
they were now; that is, the preſent Ana- 
baptift, or Independent Teachers do not Subſcribe 
ro theſe Poſitions, or Articles of Faith, as 
thoſe their Predeceſſors did; neither do the 
Presbyterian Teachers now Subſcribe to . what 
their Predeceſſors (at leaſt in Name) call'di 
the Aſſemblies Confeſſton of Faith ; and therefore 
we are as much at.a Loſs ro know what 
the Faith of either of theſe Sets of Diſſen- 


wrote. If their Fab is the fame now as 
then, why do they ceaſe publickly avowing 
it by Subſcription ? If their Minds are al- 


thoſe Alterations, and ſo, like the Glorious 
St. Auguſtine, make themſelves valu'd. for their 
Recantations? Or if, as ſome of them pre- 
tend, they agree with Thirty Six of our Thir- 
7 Nme Articles, why have they not given 
ſome Way or other a publick and common 
Conſent to them? But thus to be content 


World only know what they perverſely De- 
ny and Diſpute, will tempt an honeſt and 
impartial Man to think, that either they are 

4 aſham'd 


[ 


„ 
 Eham'd, as a Body, to own their Faith, or 
ge. 4 ſe are ſo perplex d in the Matter, that they 


. 4 now not What they Believe themſelves. 
5 5 OM;E may think this eaſily clear d by 


1 ledging, that no Man is admitted a Teach. 
orig, either upon the Congregational, or Preſ- 
„ie, Model, but he who makes a publick 


Wonfeſlion of his Faith, before ſome Elders, 
i Ind the Congregation; and ſo, may ſhow us 
ribe ir. Bradburys, Mr. Roſewel's, and abundance 
5 As 


other incomparable Pieces of that kind. 

Print. n | 
BUT after all, this can never amount to 
fore uch a T hing as a common Conſent 'in 
aith ; and the utmoſt that can be inferr'd from 


len-Mc is, that this is Mr. Bradbury's, and this 
Ver Mr. Reſewel's Faith, and for any Rule they 
as have to the Contrary, they too as different 
Ing is their Faces: But were there a Harmony 
al-Petween them, muſt the Faith of the Church 
liſh pe reſolyv'd into a private Spirit? And what 
ous Is chere that can be call'd .a private Spirit, 
heir f ſuch | Compoſitions may not bear that 
4 ame? The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 4 Form uf 
17 


und Words,” and undoubredly ſuch beſt ſujc - 
ith-found Doctrines; and cannot; theſe Peo- 
ple find any to which they can give a com- 
non Conſent? Will not the Apoßfle, Creed 


the e ſelf paſs with them, or dare they pretend 
De- 0 mend it 2. Are Aſent, Conſent, and Subſcrip-- 
and en ſuch frightful Things, that they cannot 

are 


give them to the Word of God himſelf? O5 tb 


\ 
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CRETE 7 oo - 
who aft e God ef Order, wor Confuſion, reGif1 
- thy vile” fade wa 1 the "RP of oy - i 

BUT, , vleſſeq be God, it is not lo ch 1 
che Church” "of Euglend; She and theſe un- 
happy Pepple are remarkably oppoſite in this % 
in every Sireumſtance. Her Faith, as ſhe 
need not be aſham d, heither is ſhe afraid 1 
13 own” it to. all the" World. Her | Martyr: 8 

have confeſ#d' ic in Flames; nor Flattery, i 
por! Tertor, could make them cer deny ir. 
*She knows o Clergy that will not 1 otro = 
. Conſent tog he? ſeund Words, as well as Do- 
&rines.. No private Spirit, no not that of the : 
moſt Judicious, and Learned of her Sons, 
by her is made Authentic. Would you know 
the Faich':cf"the Church of Eagle? tis in 
her Articles. Her Apofates may Comment 
Spon, but, thanks be to God, they cannot 
g them. They may privily bring in dam- 
nable Hereſiss, but they cannot. call them Te. 
' nets of the Church of Ezpland, No]! bleſſed 
be God, they ſtill ſtand as her glorious: Mer-M 
tyrs oompos d them, the Joy of her Briends; 
and the Confuſion of 1 her ee 7% 
Pave Enemies. 00 —— 
| #36 4 | a 3 4 

N OR will ich find more E dean Net pF 
105 the Reformed Churebes! . (however 
they may imagine themſelves agrecable ro fome 

ot heir! Models) for were both the Latleran 
and Calwiniſtical Churches to be _ thorowghty 8 
*examin'd; it will be certainly found they 
have all 0 them thought it their Duty to 
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Jommon Declaration of their Fauh. So that 
pon the leaſt Enquiry, it will, appear chat 

Wir preſent Rrglih Diltenter, ate the on! 

| 4 dople/in the World; profeſling even Chti- 
Pianicy in general, Who are guilty of this 

nc ngearrantable Silence - with, reſpet to the 

SSublick arid common Conſent. of their Faith. 


470 *1 3 72 .Chrift leere Men, bg, publick and 
8 a 
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AN D. now at laſt, Where are thoſe 77 


pften, ſo noiſily talkd of? Is it a Trifle whe- 
that we Believe the Scripture. $0. be the Word 
of God; and the Lerd Feſus it reveals to us, 
ever to have had any Being? Is it a Trifle 
whether our Children have any, ſuch. Thing 
as a Fœderal Right to Salvation? Is it a Tri- 


us as a Amiſtr, a Church, the Mord and Sacra- 
ments, or a Common Faith ? What is Important, 


dent than that theſe are the Matters in 
Controverſy: between us, and the boneft Pre- 


= guage is usd te deceive us in thiz- Matter, 
by Men profefitog .themſelves Members ot 


tieve them, true,. Ready, zealous Members too. 


That” all cheſe deſignedly bętray, and give 
up che Intereſt of the Church they pretend 
to, I dare not prefume to ſay; but that 
| 12 "Mey 


de, thoſe incon/iderable. Differences, ſo much, ſo 


if theſe are Triflee? And what is more evi- 


n | 3 de G We: be. | 4 | P 
Tr lis a ſtrange; it is a melancholy Scene, . 
to ſee what Arr, what Addreſs, what Lan- 


fle-whether we have any ſuch Thing among 


the Church of England, and, 1 . will be- . 
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they effectually do it; is what our Holy A0 
tber too long fatally hath experienc'd. Som 
may be, I believe are, cheated with Word; 


this Pretence. A perverſe and wilful P&opld4 


at their Hands, by God himſelf, for thoſe 
. whom their unwarrantable Silence, whether 


| has ſuffer'd to periſh will, ſadly convince, I 
fear, too many, that the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
ty are not to be trifled with. Silence, yea, 
Softneſs, Eaſineſs, in this Caſe, i criminal; 
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in calling the Scribes and Phariſees a Generati- 
en of Vipers, as in the ſeeming milder Inſtan- 
ces of his Mercy and Compaſlion. Exter- 
nal Force and Violence, the Arms of Reſiſt- 

- ance and Rebellion, the Edge of the carnal 

Sword, theſe indeed are very unwafrantabſe 


ö \ | „ : 
0 6 7 Nen ok 


think that theſe Conceſſions may gain upon Dil 
ſenters; and that when they ſeem to yield, tha 
their Principles are better than they really 
are, they will be the more readily enclin d 
to hear“ what can be offer'd againſt them 
but we have been too. long deluded witli 


are not to be reclaim'd by flattering the 
in their Errors; and, whatever ſome ma 
think of it, in Points of that Conſequence 
as thoſe in which we differ, *cis a ſtrange ſort 
of Charity to do it. The Blood that it required 


it conſiſts. in Admoniſhment, Reproof, or Rebuke, 


2 


and it muſt be inſiſted on, that our bleſſed Lord 
exercis d as eminently the Grace of Charity 


Weapons to be usd upon any Pretence of 
this Nature: But an honeſt Zeal for Religi- 


on, the Armour of God, the Sword of the Spirit 


2 u Q 7 

we may, we ought to uſe againſt ſuch Peo- 
N ; | ple. 
4 : 


Ps 


1 63.0 f 

% Let us therefore boldly, earneſtly, zea2 
Som y Comend. with theſe Weapons , for, the 
Vord With. The Force of Reaſon, the Power of 
n Di rgument, and the Edge of Rebuke, will 
„ tha turally raiſe us abundance of Enemies in 
real: our Spiruual Warfare; hut let not this 
clin courage us, let us conſider, though it is 
hem , and it's like the Grapple may be 
with ry hard; yet it is the good Fig bt of Faith, and 
copie exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory ſhall be 
then de Victor's Wreath: Let us therefore. be fed- 
may #, immoveable, always abounding in the Work 
ence WF the Lord; be neither intimidated not flat- 
ſorter'd from this Duty by the greateſt, the 
nuired not mighty Infidel on Earth: Foraſmuch as 
thoſelBve know that our Labour will not be in Vain, 
ther hund in due Time we ſhall Reap, if we faint 
buke, not. s . | 
©, I . | | | 
ſtia- THERE is one Gentleman has ſo very 
yea, handſomely: ſtated his Meaning in this, Con- 
nal ; tro. iy, that tho', in the main Senſe, what 
ord is delivered by him, has already been con- 
rity © fider'd, yet ſuch is the Deference I think 
ati- my ſelf obliged to pay to any one who 
an- ſeems to argue fairly, that I hope the Rea- 
ter- der will excuſe the Repetition, if I hy what 
iſt- he has ſaid before him: Moderation 
nal (then ſays he) is not a lighting, and gi- 
ble © ving up any Thing that is truly Juſt and 
of E ©. Valuable: It does not ſuppoſe, that we are 
gi- Poet 24 th Be * to 
# — — — 
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th M. John Hoadly' Sermon at the Aſſiz:s at Salisbury, 1707. 
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340 abats of that true and honeſt Zeal and 


© Courage,” that js to be employ'd in any 
and Neceſſary; no, but je teaches us te 


© Thing that is in its oon Nature Goo 

* diftinguiſh thefe Things from thoſe that ard 
Circumſtantially ſo; and to eſteem them fo 
much more, and to maintain and embrace 
them ſo much more earneſtly as they are 
better. A Mag is not to de moderately 
* Honeſt, or moderately Virtuous ; theſe are 
[thin and weak Scandals. Virtue and Ho- 
© neſty are within the Line that Moderation? 
© walks in, nor is the Queſtion about them. 
The Queſtion is, whether a Man may not 
© ſtoop from ſomewhat he may think his own 
© Right? Whether he may not be Gentle 
©and Compaſſionate? Whether he may not, 
© in Things that are not ſo good as Peace, 
* ſzek Peace by giving them up? And the 
© Anſwer is, No; a Man can't give up Ju- 
_ © ftice and Hpneſty; whoever thought ſo, 
<7 a nie 


. re am I fatisfy'd With this good- 
'natur'd Gentleman, as a Cafuiſt; in the Ace- 
count he has given of Moderation, that*T 
wholly agree to, and read him with plea- 
fare. Moderation, thus limited, is, as he well 
expreſſes it, what Reaſon, gapd Senſe, good 
Nature and Scripture recommend; but then, 
where muſt be the Application? Where are the 
People whoſe Diſpute with us is about Things 
of no juft Value, or only in Matters of our 
private Right? Theſe are Things, we*own, 

1 | we 


e ak 
might recede from; tis true Moderation, 
Fs Chriſtianity to do it; but  Atheifts, Deiſts, 
GooWee-Thinkers, Quakers, Anabaptiſts, Precbyterians, 
tis, nor moderate Men neither, do not quarrel 
at 5r ich us about theſe Things. Nothing leſs than 
em fer Creetl, at leaſt ſome of the weighty and 
brace omentous Articles of it, will ſatisfy any of 
are eſe People; and in.this am fo far from be- 
actely's willingly, that I ſhould rejoice to find my 
gel elf at all Miſtaken. This Gentleman himſelf,  - 
otwithſtanding his florid Pretences of attend- 
tion Ing to Things according to their true and juſt 
em. MV alue, is not without his Differences with us, 
not Wn Points of no inconſiderable. Conſequence , *. 
which, with thoſe of ſome of his other Bre- 
thren of Moderation, will be the Buſineſs of 
the Second Propoſition, laid down in this Un- 
dertaking, to examine, namely, to conlider this 
Controverſy, as it bas more immediately cutrag'd 
ſome. of the: Prime and Fundamental Articles of our 
Faith, : e 
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The End of the Firſt Pat. 
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